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Old Palace Year 5 Newsletter Autumn 1
Year Lead: Ms. Davies Teachers: Ms Hepworth/Ms Gorgi (5H) and Mr Hoque (5T), 22
Support Staff: Ms Begum, Mr Arten & Ms. Gazi

CHALLENGE

Maths
Please see below the order of the topics the children will
be focusing on this half term:

Place Value- numbers 1,000,000, rounding to nearest 10,
100 and 1000, representing 4 digit numbers, looking at
number lines to 10,000, comparing and ordering numbers,
looking at negative numbers and Roman Numerals
Addition and Subtraction — adding and subtracting 4-
digit numbers, finding equivalent differences, estimating
answers to addition and subtractions, using checking
strategies

Statistics - using graphs and tables to complete, read
and interpret information

Useful Links: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-

games/7-11-years/addition-and-subtraction

English

Please see below the order of topics the children will be
focusing on this half term:

Poetry: Imagery - will explore how poets use words to
create images. They will develop their understanding of
how figurative language is used in a range of poems, old
and new, and will apply this in their own writing using
MORERAPS (metaphor, onomatopoeia, rhyme, emotion,
repetition, alliteration, personification and simile). They will
explore kennings and idioms for the first time.

Mystery Stories - In this unit the children will develop
their understanding of plot by considering how authors use
clues and red herrings to keep the reader guessing. They
will build on work in Year 4 to develop their skills in creating
suspense and will extend this through the use of questions.
To support this, they will be reading ‘Thieves of Ostia’ as
part of their Home Reader text.

Swimming
Year 5 will be going swimming every Monday beginning from
Monday 7th September 2025 at Poplar Baths
Swimming Centre between 11:30 and 12:30pm.
We will travel by DLR from Bow Church.
You must ensure your child has the correct Swimming kit for
each session. This includes:
A Towel
Swimming Hat
Goggles (Optional)
Swimming trunks/costume - All girls’ costumes must be one
piece and be of a tight fit. Boys must wear swimming trunks
and no tops

(Swimming hats must be worn as there is no facilities to dry
hair. This is a health and safety requirement)

Vocabulary
Word of the day: here are the new vocabulary words we will
be introducing to the children this half term. You may wish
to practice these words at home!

Week 2

incoherent

initatives

worthy

lofty

Week 3

prospect

solely

wretched

merchant

Week 4

fruitless

comprise

percieve

mercy

Week 5

dssume

innovate

perish

meticulous

Week 6

tentatively

prohibit

perplexed

obstinate

Week 7

concept

accumulate

placid

ambiguous

Other Subjects
Art — Perspective Drawing
MFL- Les Passetemps
Computing- Scratch
History - Romans
Geography - Italy, countries that belonged to its
Empire/understanding scale
RE- If God is Everywhere, why go to a place of Worship?
PE- Football and Gymnastics
PSHE- Being Me in My World

Speaking and Listening Targets
This half term Year 5 will be working on the following
speaking and listening targets:
Reasoning - Gives and explains relevant reasons to support
views. Critically examines views and ideas expressed.

Formal/Informal — Speaks confidently and communicates
effectively with a range of audiences, selecting appropriate
vocabulary to suit formal and informal situations.

Social courtesies are used automatically.

PE
The children need to bring in their PE bag each day when
they have PE. Year 5 have PE on a Friday afternoon
please ensure they have the appropriate kit and footwear.
Children will need to have trainers to take part in PE.

Welcome Meeting
The year 5 welcome meeting was held on Wednesday 9th
September, where all of the key information about year 5,
school routines and important updates were shared. Thank
you to all of the parents who were able to attend! If you
were not able to attend, you can find the PowerPoint from
the meeting here.
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https://oldpalaceprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Year-5-Welcome-Meeting-2026.pdf

