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AIMS:

1. What is Oracy?
2. School Oracy Activities
3. Practise your Oracy skills
4. Oracy at home
5. Mindfulness 
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Getting Your Children Talking
What  is oracy?
Why is oracy important?

Oracy is the ability to communicate, to speak clearly and grammatically 
correct, listen actively, and engage in discussions and debates 

 It’s about having the vocabulary to say what you want to say and the 
ability to structure your thoughts so that they make sense to others.
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We want your children to be able to 

▪ Work as a team

▪ Tell stories

▪ Explain how things work

▪ Question, argue and make suggestions

▪ Describe the world around them and their experiences

We want to grow their spoken language beyond short phrases.
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How will it help my child?
CONFIDENCE
The more vocabulary a person has, the better they can express 
themselves.

EMPLOYMENT
Better access to job opportunities

STAYING SAFE
Being able to express if something doesn’t feel right

CREATIVITY
Oracy skills lead to more confident and critical thinkers
WELLBEING
Being able to communicate their emotions

HAVING A VOICE
Developing strong friendships and relationships
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Oracy in school
HAND SIGNALS

LANGUAGE STEMS

TALK TUESDAY

ORACY ASSEMBLIES

LITTLE SPEAKERS’ CORNER
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Practise your oracy skills
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ODD ONE OUT

… is the odd one out because…..
I agree because…
I want to challenge that 
because…
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Sharing a conversation when…
walking 

to school
washing up bath-time

walking to 
the shops

cooking

When else could we find a time to talk?

Oracy at home
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Let’s walk and talk!

Have you noticed… ?

I can see … and …  
What can you see?

I wonder what…?

What do you think?
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Help your child’s vocabulary grow and grow and grow

The Power of Books!
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Oxford Reading Tree | Oxford Owl
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/storybooks
-and-games/

Books in Children's Anthologies (sorted by popularity) - Project Gutenberg

Online Books
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Talking games to play on your walks
Word Chain (or alpha and omega) 
In this game you choose a wide category such as food and drink, animals or girls names. The 
first player says something from the category. The next player must say something from the 
category which starts with the last letter of the previous answer. For example:
Tiger
Rabbit
Turtle
Eel
Lion
Llama
Ant….
We have adapted this game on our daily walks so that the category is “something we can see” 
and it has proved a favourite with the kids.

The yes/no game 
One player is put in the hot seat. The other player(s) bombard them with questions and the rule 
is they are not allowed to say “yes” or “no”. If they do, they lose and the players switch around.
I remember me and my brother finding the reverse version of this game hysterical when we were 
younger. To play, the child in the hot seat, can ONLY say yes or ONLY say no (agree which one 
before you start). This leads to exchanges such as “do you look like a warthog?” “Yes”. You can 
imagine that kids love this version…
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Would you rather…
•Have a pet or a phone during lockdown?
•Be all by yourself for a month or never by yourself for a month?
•Be a millionaire or have perfect health?
•Live in a big house with no windows or a small flat with lots of 
windows?

•Be as big as an elephant or as small as a fly?
•Be a professional musician or a professional sports player?
•Have the power to speak to animals or the power to become invisible?
•Be an astronaut or be a racing car driver?
•Be the Queen/king or be the Prime Minister?
•Have Superman’s powers or Harry Potter’s powers?

Possible topics for Pros and Cons include:
•Junk food should be banned
•Homework should be banned
•Children should have their own phones
•Everyone should have a pet
•Exams should be abolished
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MINDFULNESS
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MINDFULNESS
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Thank you
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