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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Ofsted Report 
 

 

Ofsted have now released the final report following the inspection of Old Palace on 11th & 12th January 

2023.  A link to this can be found here. 

 
The Governing Board is happy that the report highlights much of the good practice in place at Old Palace and 
continues to rate our provision for behaviour, personal development and Reception as Outstanding. 
 
The school introduced a new phonics programme in October 2022. As the Lead Inspector felt that the new 

programme was not yet fully embedded, she judged that one of the grade descriptors for Good in the 
‘Quality of Teaching’ section had not been met. Ofsted’s regulations mean that this prevented the school from 
being considered for a grade of Outstanding. 
 
Governors had observed the teaching of phonics in October and had been very happy with the school’s 
provision in this area. It is frustrating that Ofsted only base their judgement on what is seen on the day, when 
staff are naturally nervous, rather than taking into consideration the school’s results in national tests. Results 
in the Year 1 Phonics Screening and Year 2 Reading SATs have been consistently above the national average, 
which reflects the strong teaching that is in place. 
 

As the ‘Quality of Teaching’ was graded as Good, it followed that the grades for ‘Leadership’ and for ‘Overall 
Effectiveness’ could not be any higher than Good. This was despite the Lead Inspector commenting, in the 
final feedback meeting, that Old Palace had one of the strongest wider curricula she had observed. 
 
Although our downgrading to Good is disappointing, this appears to be part of a national trend. Ofsted 
reported that in the 2021-22 academic year, 83% of previously exempt Outstanding schools were 
downgraded; 62% became 'good', 17% became 'requires improvement' and 4% 'inadequate'. 
 
It is reassuring to know that the only area identified for improvement was an area that the school was already 

working on. The Governing Board is confident that any issues with early reading in years 1 to 3 will be 
addressed successfully over the coming months. This is one of the areas, which Challenge Partners will focus 
on, when they review the teaching at the school next week. 
 
We are proud of all that has been achieved by the pupils and staff at Old Palace and thank the parents for 
their continued support. 
 
 
Sent on behalf of the full Governing Board of Old Palace Primary School. 
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