
Old Palace Newsletter                                       December 2021 
IMPORTANT DATES  

 

 

 
 
 

 

END OF AUTUMN TERM 

School finishes Friday 17th December 2021 

Return to school Wednesday 5th January 2022 

 

SPRING HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

School finishes Friday 11th February 2022 

Return to school Monday 21st February 2022 

 

END OF SPRING TERM 

School finishes Friday 1st April 2022 

Return to school Tuesday 19th April 2022 

 

Please visit our school website for a full list of term dates 
for 2021-22 www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS AT OLD PALACE 

Despite growing concerns about coronavirus, we have been able 
to go ahead with Christmas celebrations this year.  
On Wednesday,  year 1 performed the annual Christmas Festival 
Assembly sharing the nativity story of the big star who couldn’t 
shine. They did a great job acting, singing and narrating the sto-
ry. Prior to this the children had visited Our Lady & St Catherine 
of Siena RC Church in Bow to learn about the features of a 
church and the things that Christians do to celebrate Christmas. 
The children asked great questions and we would like to thank 
Father Howard for making us so welcome. Some parents may be 
interested in attending some of the Christmas events at Bow 
Church. Click HERE for details. 

On Wednesday we also served Christmas lunch. The children 
enjoyed a traditional yuletide feast including turkey and all the 
trimmings. The dining hall was looking especially festive, deco-
rated with the splendid Christmas decorations, which children 
across the school had made. 
Then on Thursday, Christmas parties were held. For years 2-6, 
these took place in classrooms. The children dressed up in their 
party clothes, played games and enjoyed the fruit platters and 
other party food provided. Children in Reception & year 1 had 
their parties in the school halls and were joined by an extra spe-
cial visitor—Santa Claus himself! We were able to allow parents 
to join in the festivities in these larger areas, limiting numbers to 
maintain safety.   

It was great to end the term in such a positive way. Autumn 2 
has been a very difficult half term for the school due to the 
amount of staff absence we have suffered—in total 65 days for 
teachers and 51 days for support staff. Whilst we make every 
effort to minimise the impact of this, high levels of sickness does 
sometimes mean we are unable to provide the consistency in 
education that we would like. Therefore we look forward to 
hopefully a much healthier 2022! 
We would like to wish all those celebrating a very happy Christ-
mas and send our thanks to the families who kindly donated 
food to share at the parties. 
 

 

During the Christmas holidays, the winter reading chal-
lenge will be launched. Children who read four books 
from the Ideas Store during the holidays will receive a 
certificate from a special guest. For more information 
about how to take part in the winter reading challenge 
click HERE.  
 
TOWER HAMLETS BOOK AWARD SCHEME 
Throughout the Autumn term, 10 year 6 pupils have 
been meeting to discuss the six books selected for the 
Tower Hamlets Book Awards. The books cover a range 
of themes and experiences such as: homelessness, 
sudden loss, twists on modern fairy tales and learning 

to be yourself. Each week the pupils would meet to 
review the books they had read, they would discuss 
which parts of the books they found interesting or chal-
lenging. The children attended the finale of the Book 
Awards in Canary Wharf, where they were fortunate to 
meet the authors of three of the novels. At the event 
they took part in a vote, along with other schools, to 
decide what the most popular book of 2021 would be. 
The winner was ‘Zomberella’ by Joseph Coelho. We will 
be creating a display of all of our work in the Junior 
Library.  

https://oldpalaceprimary.co.uk/latest/terms-dates/
https://oldpalaceprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Bow-Church-Events.pdf
https://twitter.com/OldPalacePri?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3AOldPalacePri%7Ctwgr%5EeyJ0ZndfZXhwZXJpbWVudHNfY29va2llX2V4cGlyYXRpb24iOnsiYnVja2V0IjoxMjA5NjAwLCJ2ZXJzaW9uIjpudWxsfSwidGZ3X2hvcml6b25fdHdlZXRfZW1iZWRfOTU1
https://www.ideastore.co.uk/winter-reading-challenge-2021


Congratulations to all the following children for Achieving 100% Attendance during the  
Autumn Term (2nd September to 15th December 2021). 

FS: Rayyan, Ilyanah, Alizah, Charis, Ali & Ziane. 
Y1:  Yaqub, Sharleez, Kiaan, Yusra, Aleshah & Mahdi. 
Y2:  Faiha, Halima, Safiyyah, Emily, Atta, Hasan, Aaliyah & Abdur-Rahman.  
Y3: Eesa, Yahya, Araf, Nabila Ahianul, Maryam, Nasif, Rahil & Jasmine.  
Y4: Alesha, Juhan, Sufian, Hanna, Tamim, Munira, Ahmed, Ayana, Husni, Taherah, Aadam, Naomi, Ridhwan, 
 Abdurrahman & Humaira. 
Y5: Tauheed, Safiyyah, Maryam, Ayana, Maliha, Joey, Mahibah, Maryam, Aanisah & Aiza. 
Y6: Amaan, Yazmin, Jhuma, Rifan, Musa, Samira, Liyana, Manha, Natasha, Jardel, Sahla, Habibah, Dawood, 
 Dawud, Nathan, Sama, Rifat, Yusha, Zaim, Adeeba, Safiyyah & Ummi. 

Attendance: EVERY MINUTE COUNTS 
Thank you to all the parents who bring their child/ren to 
school on time every day. When children arrive late, they 
often feel anxious or stressed which prevents them from 
learning and their arrival often interrupts the teaching of 
the other children, which isn’t fair. Attendance and punctu-
ality are important disciplines that help to structure our 
daily lives. Below represents how lateness can impact on 
your child’s education:   

The school gates open at 8:50am and close at 9:02am, 
that gives the children 12 minutes to arrive in school and 
register.  As a school we understand that mornings can be 
very stressful and challenging for a family. If you do expe-
rience difficulties we ask that you inform Forida or Shelly, 
so that we can support.  We are looking forward to seeing 
you all back on Wednesday 5th January, on time, between 
8:50am-9:02am.  

COFFEE MORNINGS & WORKSHOPS 
Year 3 & 4 – The Reading Tube map 
On the 1st December, we held a workshop for year 3 & 4 
parents to introduce our ‘tube map’ reading initiative, which 
further supports reading at home. In addition to Bug Club 
and library books, the children will be encouraged to read a 
further book each week chosen from the titles on the tube 
map. Once the child has completed a tube line, they will re-
ceive a stamp on their Oyster Card. This will have massive 
benefits for your child. More reading = better vocabulary, 
bigger imagination, increased fluency, improved writing and 
most importantly will develop a LOVE for reading. Please  
ask your child to show you their tube map so you talk about 
which books they have read so far and which they will 
choose next. Reading Tube maps are also being used by the 
children in years 5 & 6. 
 
Free School Meals (FSM) 
To help support our families, on Wednesday, 1st December 
we held a workshop on how to apply for Free School Meals. 
If you need any assistant in applying, please do not hesitate 
to approach Shelly or Forida, and an appointment will be 
booked for you. Alternatively, you can apply directly using 
this link HERE. Tower Hamlets have arranged for families 
registered for FSM, to be emailed one £20 voucher, per 
child, to help towards the cost of food over the Christmas 
break. 
 
Year 6 RSE Workshop 
On Friday, 3rd December, a morning and afternoon work-
shop on the teaching of Relationship & Sex Education in Year 
6 were provided for parents. During the workshop we spoke 
about what the children will be taught and shared the re-
sources that would be used, so parents could comment on 
these. As attendance was low, a further ession was provided 
on Monday 6th just to ensure all parents had the chance to 
express their view. These lessons were then taught to the 
year 6 pupils. 
 
Speaking English with Confidence (SPEC)  
We have been continuing with our virtual Speaking English 
with Confidence (SPEC) on Thursdays at 1.30-2.30pm, which 
provides an informal, safe space for parents to come togeth-
er, share their experiences and practice speaking in English. 
We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all 
the mums that have participated so far An additional session 
is also being held at the Bromley by Bow ‘Walking Group’ 
every Tuesday between 10am-12pm. We are so pleased to 
say some of our parents have made friends and others have 
grown in confidence through our SPEC sessions.  
 
School Money Online Payment System 
This half term we started to use a new online payment sys-
tem - School Money. Most of our parents have now success-
fully registered their account and have used this system to 
pay for Breakfast Club, Wraparound Club and School Trips.  
Next term more classes will be going out on school trips 
which means they will be asked to pay via the School Money 
website for the first time.  We will send out guidance for 
those parents who need it and we are available to support 
parents with registering online, should they require it. 

DATES FOR THE DIARY  

Welcome back Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 5th January 2022 
Healthy Families – New Year New You (PET) 
Tuesday 11th January 2022. 
Attendance & Family Support Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 12th January 2022. 
SPECS 
Every Thursday from 13th January 2022. 
Positive Parenting for Dads (3 w eek course)  
commencing Monday 17th January 2022. 
Reading Together KS2  (3 week course) 
commencing Tuesday 25th January 2022 
Coffee Morning: Information on benefits  
Wednesday 26th January 2022 

After School Clubs 
Breakfast & Wrap Around Club will commence from Wed 
5th January. After-school clubs will resume from Monday 
10th January. We will write to parents once school reo-
pens in January to provide details of the clubs on offer.  
 

Updated COVID-19 guidance: GET BOOSTED  
The arrival of the Omicron variant and the alarming rise in 
the number of infections has led the government to intro-
duce new restrictions. Details of current guidance can be 
found HERE which will be updated as and when re-
strictions change. Information can also be found on the 
council website HERE. Please make sure you follow the 
guidance to keep yourself, your family and friends 
and the wider community safe.  

https://benefitforms.towerhamlets.gov.uk/VictoriaForms/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Free%20School%20Meals%20(1.0).wdf
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/health__social_care/health_and_medical_advice/Coronavirus/Coronavirus.aspxC:/Users/Gary/Documents/Zoom


2022 CALENDARS 

When making their calendars this year, the children used 
a variety of different printing techniques. In Reception, 
the children used vegetables to create different patterns 
and effects. Children in KS1, built on this to explore dif-
ferent textures and effects that could be created by leaf 
printing. In Year 3 and 4, the children made collagraph 
printing blocks using a range of different collage materi-
als, such as cotton wool, lolly sticks and bubble wrap. 
The children in Year 4 also used marbling to create the 
background for their prints, to great effect. In Year 5 and 
6, the children used relief printing, cutting away parts of 
printing blocks to create their chosen image. The children 
produced some fantastic work which we hope will bright-
en your days throughout the new year!  

CORE VALUE AWARD - DECEMBER 2021 
The value of the month for December was  
ORIGINALITY . Congratulations to: 
Reception: RB Ziane & RW Inaaya 
Year 1: 1D Aadam & 1O Asiyah  
Year 2: 2B Yusuf Z & 2H Yaqub 
Year 3: 3D Priam & 3S Musab 
Year 4: 4A Jumana  & 4T Sabrina 
Year 5: 5A Hawa & 5C Safiyyah 
Year 6: 6K Aidan & 6Y Innaya 
The value for January will be POSITIVITY 

YEAR 2 VISIT TOWER OF LONDON 

Year 2 learned about The Stuarts this half-term includ-
ing events such as the Gun Powder Plot, the English 
Civil War, The Great Plague and the Great Fire of Lon-
don. They visited the Tower of London where they had 
the opportunity to see and explore different towers and 
galleries. This included visiting the White Tower and the 
Crowns Jewels where they got to see different artefacts 
including various crowns worn by different kings and 
queens. They also attended a workshop called 'Fire 
Fire!' where the children explored what had happened 
during The Great Fire of London through re-enactment.  

YEAR 3 VISIT HORNIMAN MUSEUM 
This half term, Year 3 visited the Horniman Museum, as 
part of their topic on Prehistoric Britain. The children 
completed a treasure hunt 
searching for prehistoric 
artefacts around the muse-
um. They also participated 
in a workshop where they 
got to handle some Stone 
Age, Bronze Age and Iron 
Age artefacts including 
tools and weapons such as 
a flint arrowhead, a bronze 
pickaxe and a stone spear-
head. We also had the opportunity to look at some nat-
ural artefacts including an enormous tooth from a wool-
ly mammoth, which had lived in Stone Age Britain.  

YEAR 4 VISIT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM 
This half term, year 4 visited the Science Museum. 
First, they visited the Secret Life of the Home exhibition 
to investigate how electricity has changed the way we 
go about our everyday lives, exploring items such as 
one of the first burglar 
alarms and an automatic 
door. Next, the children 
went on to visit the Making 
of the Modern World exhi-
bition where they looked at 
the science behind light 
bulbs and gazed into the 
future by investigating a 
solar powered car. The 
children completed tasks and activities set by their 
teachers, exploring the exhibits to find out how each 
item worked The children behaved like true scientists 
researching the key facts in their groups and set an 
excellent example of the standard of learning and be-
haviour shown by Old Palace pupils..  

KEEPING SAFE : ONLINE SAFETY 
With the holidays coming up, children may want 
to spend more time on technical devices. The Legends 
Family Adventure from Google and Parent Zone will help 
you all become Internet Legends – and have fun along 
the way! 

The Legends Family Adventure – a new Google and Par-
ent Zone's animated series – is perfect for families to 
watch together. It's part of the Be Internet Legends pro-
gramme — helping children to be safer and more confi-
dent online. When Lumen’s bear goes missing, the whole 
family must brave Interland to get it back. Along the 
way, the family learns lessons from the Legends Code — 
including helpful tips on what to do with cyberbullies, 
how to spot scams and set strong passwords, as well as 
important lessons on kindness. This helps Lumen discov-
er they're stronger and braver than they thought they 
could be.  Embark on this adventure as a family by visit-
ing  https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/pa
rents/adventure 
 
Another useful site below, shares child-friendly videos to 
watch as a family on how to stay safe online at home.  
https://www.childnet.com/resources/video-lessons 
 
To keep your child/ren safe online, please make sure 
that you have parental controls enabled on all devices 
and continue to supervise your child’s online activity. 

YEAR 6 EDEN PROJECT 
On Monday 13th Decem-
ber, Year 6 took part in a 
virtual workshop led by the 
'Eden Project' in Corn-
wall. The workshop ex-
plored the interconnections 
between all living things 
and helped to demonstrate 
the power of what people 
can do when they come 
together to protect the planet. The children learnt 
about the latest issues on climate change and investi-
gated the different roles and ways of responding. This 
supported their Make it Real project which focused on 
protecting species at risk of extinction. 

https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/parents/adventure
https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/parents/adventure
https://www.childnet.com/resources/video-lessons


 
For their DT Day this term, the children focused on differ-
ent mechanisms. As part of our creative curriculum, the 
children researched, designed, made and evaluated me-
chanical toys. These toys were constructed from tech card 
and helped the children to get a better understanding of 
simple and complex mechanisms, such as levers, linkages, 
cams and pulleys and how they work. The children first 
designed their product, taking care to make sure that it 
met the needs of the user. They then got to measure, cut 
and join materials to construct their toy. Finally, to support 
this month’s core value of originality, the children added 
their own finishing touches linked to their topic from this 
half term. The children worked conscientiously and showed 
great resilience; they should be very proud of their finished 
products. 

 

This half term we relaunched our homework Research 
Projects. The children have worked incredibly hard to 
complete these, producing fantastic results. It is wonder-
ful to see the children putting so much effort into their 
home learning, as it greatly supports their knowledge and 
understanding in school. The children spend time re-
searching and planning their tasks before neatly writing 
up their pieces, or carefully constructing their models.  
Each class awards two certificates—one for best project 
and one for best effort. Please check out the Class Pages 
on our website in January to see the winners.  
We would also like to say a big thank you to parents for 
supporting the children with their learning at home—
providing a suitable space, time and when needed, a 
helping hand. Encouraging the children to talk about their 
learning at home is very important, as this helps the chil-
dren to remember. Keep up the great work everyone!  


