
New Covid Roadmap 
The government have announced that we are entering step 2 of 
the road map out of lockdown. This entails the following: 
 

       
 
For the full roadmap, please click here. 

 
 

 

Nourish 
Our new catering company, Nourish, will be providing our 
lunches. In addition to a meat/fish and a vegetarian option, the 
children will also have the option of choosing a jacket potato and 

topping each day. All children will also receive a hot meal, rather 
than some years having to have a packed lunch bi-weekly. The 
new menu has been uploaded to the school website or you can 
click here. 

 
 

Pick up times 
Starting Monday 19th April, we are making some changes to our collection 
time. 
If you have children in more than one year group, they will all need to be 
picked up at 3pm at the same gate as their morning drop off. For example, 
if you have a child in Year 1 and 4, both children will need to be picked up 
at 3pm (instead of the earlier time of 2:45pm). 
If you have children in Years 3 and 5 only, then the collection time stays the 
same (3:15pm) 
Children cannot go home with their Year 6 sibling. They will need to be 
picked up at their designated collection time. 
If you have children in KS2 only, the children need to be picked up at the 

later time. For example, if you have a child in Year 4 and 5, they need to 

be picked up at 3:15pm (instead of the earlier time of 3pm). 

Trips 
Unfortunately, due to current restrictions, trips are not happening 
this half term. However, as restrictions continue to ease, we do 
hope to resume swimming for Year 4 and Year 5 students in June 
and provide and end of year trip for each year group.  

e-safety 
As children are using digital devices to access information and 
complete their homework, please remember to ensure they are using 
them safely. For tips and advice on how to do this click here  for a 
simple guide.  
 
It covers the use of social media (for children 13 years and over), risks 
of online gaming, and use of parental controls.  
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Year 5 Learning this Half Term 
English Maths Topic Computing DT RE PE 

Stories with 
Issues 

 
Instructional 

Manual 

Units of Measure 
 

Geometry 

Biomes and Life 
Cycles 

3D Sketch Up 
 

Structures When Life Gets 
Hard 

Dance 
 

Football Music 

Ukulele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Deputy Head – Mr. Manalo  

Teachers – Ms. Ali (5A), Ms. Conlon (5C) and Mrs. Dias Patel 
Support Staff – Mrs Quah & Mr White  

 
 

Below is some key information for your child’s year group. Please take time to read the newsletter 
with your child and keep it in a safe place.  

Keeping Safe 
We would like to say a big thank you to the parents for your 
support in following the safety procedures. Please continue to 
follow the guidance including carrying out twice weekly tests at 
home. Home testing kits for families with primary school children 
are available at most chemists and can be ordered from Schools 
home test kits. Remember these kits are only for use when 
family members have NO symptoms.  If you or anyone in your 
household have symptoms everyone in the household must self-
isolate immediately and must book a PCR test by calling NHS 119 
or by visiting book a pcr test. 
 
Please also remember that children should not be mixing outside of 

school. If you are making use of external childcare providers or out 

of school extra-curricular activities for your children, it is important 

that they limit the amount of providers/ setting you are using, 

ideally limiting this to just one, to help minimize the number of 

people your child is coming into contact with. Parents should also 

check that the provider has in place their own protective measures 

in line with government guidance. Please see this link to guidance 

for parents.  The school is taking great care to limit contacts within 

school time, please do not undermine this by allowing children from 

different households or bubbles to mix out of school. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://oldpalaceprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/COVID-19_Response_-_Spring_2021___Summary_-_Easy_Read_.pdf
https://oldpalaceprimary.co.uk/parents/school-dinners/
https://oldpalaceprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Parents-Online-Safety-Tips_Old-Palace.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


Spellings 
All the children completed a High Frequency spelling test.  
They will have been sent home with any spellings they got 
incorrect.  It is important you practice those spellings with your 
child. Remember: Look, say, cover, write, check. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessment and Catch up 
Although the government has announced that no SATs will 
take place this year, we continue to assess the children’s 
knowledge and understanding during lessons. This gives the 
teachers a greater understanding of the areas the children 
need to focus on and identify any gaps in the learning.  In 
order to help the children catch up, we will be having sets for 
English and Maths and range of other interventions will take 
place, where the children who need most support are taken 
out to work in a small group for 30 minutes; one example of 
this is a reading comprehension intervention with a focus on 
inference type questions.  
 
In terms of the wider curriculum, no special support is needed 

in Science and Humanities, as topics repeat. To catch up in 
French, Year 5 children will be taught 4 French lessons a week 
and in June, they will go swimming every day for two weeks. 
We will be holding two DT days before the end of term to 
catch up on this subject and in Music the children will be 
learning to play the Ukulele. 

 

Half Termly Sheets 
Don’t forget you can check out our school website to find out 
about what your child will be learning, use the ‘subject for half 
term’ area where you will find useful prompts to ask your 
children what they have been learning.  
https://oldpalaceprimary.co.uk/our-learning/subjects/ 
 

 

Maths 
Each child has a times table rock stars account to help them 
with their time tables. They can log on using their username 
and password, via the following link.   
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/45687 
Please email or call the school if you need the log in details.  

 
 
 
 

 

Ramadan & Eid 
For parents of Year 5/6 pupils wishing to change their 
arrangements for Ramadan must send an email to 
admin@oldpalace.towerhamlets.sch.uk by the week before the 
change is due to take place.  
 
At present, it is predicted that Eid ul Fitr will fall on Thursday 

13th May. If this is the case, the school will be closed for that 
day, followed by an inset day on Friday 14th May. 
 
Should Eid-Ul-Fitr occur on Wednesday 12th May, then their Eid 
party at school will be on Thursday 13th May. If it falls on 
Thursday 13th May, their party will be on Monday 17th May. 

Reading 
This half term the children will be reading ’Wonder’ By R.J. 
Palacio. Please ensure they read the set chapters when they 
take their books home on Friday in addition to their library book.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic 
This half term, Year 5 will be learning all about the Biomes and 
Lifecycles. As part of this unit, they will be looking at the 
lifecycles of plants and animals and how they reproduce. 
Scientific vocabulary: asexual and sexual reproduction will be 
used but the children will not be taught about human 
reproduction, other than gestation and comparing this to other 
mammals. 
 

RE 
As part of their unit ‘Life Gets Hard’ the children will learn in 
depth from different religious and spiritual ways of life about 
teaching about hard times. Focusing on exploring grief and 
death. 

 
Homework 

Year 5 will receive homework via Google Classroom. These will be 
uploaded every Friday they are expected to complete the 
following: 
 
- Weekly spellings                           
- Grammar 
- Maths 
 
These need to be submitted every Monday. 

 

Vocabulary 
Every day, Year 5 have the opportunity to expand their 
vocabulary, by taking part in ‘Word of the Day’. Below are the 
words they will be looking at this half term. Help your child to 
use these words and to check they understand what they 
mean 
 

 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/45687
mailto:admin@oldpalace.towerhamlets.sch.uk

