
What do you 
celebrate?

What different 
celebrations did 
you learn about? 

What did we 
learn about 
last week?



Topic Week  2: 

Birthdays and Weddings
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This week we are going to learn about 
how people celebrate Birthdays and 
why people have Birthdays. 

We will also be exploring what 
happens at weddings and how people 
celebrate them in different 
cultures.



What is a birthday?

 

A birthday is the anniversary of the birth of a person. The date 
they are born on becomes their birthday and is a special day! Their 
family are delighted to welcome a new baby into the world. 

Every year lots of people celebrate  their birthday because they 
become one year older. They will celebrate their birthdays with 
their families and friends. 



Why do people give cards and presents?
They receive happy birthday messages and birthday cards from 
their families and friends. Sending a birthday card shows you have 
spent time making or going out to get a card . You can express all 
the emotions of love and joy on celebrating their special occasion. 

They receive birthday presents from loved ones to feel extra 
special for the day and to show how much they matter in their 
lives.  
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How do people celebrate birthdays?
Birthdays are a time of celebration where families and friends get 
together to celebrate the happy joyful occasion. They are important 
because they give everyone a day to feel special and see how much 
everyone loves them.

People will have parties where they eat together, 
wear party hats, give cards, presents and share in 
singing happy birthday to the person. They have a 
birthday cake with the amount of candles on for 
how old they will be to blow out and then share 
their birthday cake with everyone.



Which famous person is celebrating her 
birthday?
Unlike most people the queen celebrates two birthdays each 
year. Her actual birthday is on the 21st April each year. She also 
has an official birthday on a Saturday in June. This birthday is 
often celebrated by people in other countries around the world.

The queen celebrates by dressing in her special 
clothes and sees her family members and 
meets people in public to celebrate. She has a 
party and a special cake made for her. 



  Celebrations of birthdays around the World
Lots of people all over the world celebrate birthdays in similar ways 
to the UK and some celebrate birthdays with different traditions.
In China people often eat long  noodles on their 
birthday. The long noodles symbolise long life.

In India children often wear brightly coloured clothes on their 
birthdays. They also take chocolates or treats to school to share 
with their friends.

In Vietnam everyone’s birthday is celebrated on 
the same day at the start of the New Year. It is 
not usual to celebrate the exact day that 
someone is born. Children often receive special 
red envelopes with some money inside.



Key Questions

1. Why do people celebrate birthdays?
2. What do people get for their birthdays?
3. How are birthdays celebrated in India?
4. Which country do people have birthdays on the same 

day?
5. Which famous person has two birthdays?
6. How do you celebrate your birthday?



A wedding is when two people love each other and decide to get 
married. They make a promise to love their partner and look after 
them for the rest of their lives.

What is a Wedding?

A wedding is a celebration you have in front of all your friends and 
family to celebrate your marriage. You send out wedding invitations 
to invite family and friends to the wedding venue. It’s your special 
day to share with everyone you invite to the wedding. 



How do people celebrate Weddings?

The wedding guests usually bring wedding cards and 
presents for the bride and groom to open. There is 
lots of dancing and then the bride and groom cut the 
wedding cake and it is shared out for everyone to 
have a piece.

There is normally a wedding reception (party) which is a celebration 
with their family and friends after the service. They eat food 
together and people will congratulate the married couple.



Christian Wedding
Christians believe that marriage is one of God’s gifts. Weddings normally 
take place in a church. The pastor or vicar will read from the bible, 
people will sing songs and say prayers for the bride and groom.

The bride and groom says vows in front of God and all their 
friends and family members. They then exchange rings to 
show their love forever to each other. They become 
husband and wife then sign a register to say they are now 
married.

When the bride and groom leave the church 
friends and family throw confetti to wish 
them all the best.



 

 

Islamic Weddings
Muslims are people who follow the Islam religion. They dedicate their 
lives to each other and love by getting married. Most Muslim weddings 
have an Islamic ceremony at a mosque.

Muslim brides may wear a white wedding dress or a brightly coloured 
outfit in red and gold. The groom wears his own chosen special outfit.

The wedding ceremony is called a Nikah and is usually a simple ceremony 
which is a legal contract signed by the bride and groom. The husband 
sometimes pays an agreed money gift to the bride. The ceremony has 
readings from the Quran and the exchange of vows.



Jewish Weddings
The bride and groom can marry anywhere, some choose a synagogue. 
They must have a  Rabbi there to marry them. They stand under a 
wedding canopy called a chuppah where the ceremony takes place. This 
symbolises their future home together.

The couple exchange rings which symbolises 
the unbroken circle and union of the married 
couple. 

The Jewish marriage contract is signed at the 
synagogue and then they celebrate with their 
families and friends. They have a celebration 
party with food, wedding cake, music and 
dancing.



 

Key Questions

1. Where do people get married?
2. How do you get invited to a wedding?
3. What happens at a Christian wedding?
4. What happens at a Muslim wedding?
5. What are the bride and groom given by 

family and friends?
6. How do people celebrate at the wedding 

reception (party)?
7. What do you do at a wedding?



 Key Vocabularly

. Birthdays                                  . Christian wedding

. Celebrations                              . Jewish wedding

.Weddings                                   . Wedding vows

.Birthday cake                             . Culture

.Birthday cards                            . Wedding cake

.Presents                                      . Invitations

.Queens Birthday                         .Wedding reception 
(party)                                          . Mosque
.Muslim wedding                            . Ceremony                    
.Church                                          .Synagogue
                     



Make your own birthday card with coloured paper and 
creative resources for someone’s birthday who is 
special to you. Use these key words to help you write 
a message inside. ‘Dear,  Happy Birthday and from’

Task 1: 

Here are some examples below!

To show in Tuesdays Topic time



Task 2:
Make your own celebration cake for a birthday or a wedding using play 
dough. You can add on candles if it is a birthday cake or decorate the 
cake. 
Recipe to make play dough: 

. 8 table spoonfuls of flour 

. 2 table spoonfuls of table salt

.60ml warm water

. Food colouring

. 1 table spoonfuls vegetable oil
  

 


