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29th May 2020 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
Yesterday evening the government confirmed that it is now safe for primary schools to begin reopening for 
pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from 1st June. As explained in the letter sent last Friday, the local 
authority has stated that the decision on re-opening should be taken by individual schools, based on whether 
their risk assessment shows that it is safe for pupils and staff to return.  
 
Over the half term, we have been busy completing the risk assessments and making changes within the 
building. Some of the services we provide, such as cleaning and catering are provided by the local authority 
and they are responsible for providing the risk assessments for these areas. We did not receive these until 
yesterday and we have raised additional questions, as we need to ensure that the children and staff will be 
safe. 
 
This means that we will need to delay our wider opening by two days. Year 1 pupils will be welcomed back on 
Thursday 4th June. Unfortunately, the return of Year 6 pupils will have to be delayed until Monday 8th June, 
when pupils from both 6G & 6Y will be able to return. As explained previously, our risk assessment has shown 
that it is not safe for pupils in Reception to return at this point. We will keep this situation under review. 
 
We are preparing a short film to show the changes we have made inside the school and to explain the safety 
procedures which will be in place. We will post the clip early next week to reassure parents and to help the 
children to know what to expect upon their return. As it is unlikely that children in years 2-5 will return to 
school this half term, we are increasing the Zoom sessions to three per week for these year groups. We will be 
sending out a letter on Monday morning to explain the changes to the home learning timetable. 
 
The provision for vulnerable and critical worker pupils will reopen at Old Palace on 1st June. Thank you to the 
key worker parents who have confirmed that they will require a place. If you have not contacted the school 
already to book a place, please email us (admin@oldpalace.towerhamlets.sch.uk) by 4pm today, so a place 
can be reserved for your child. The number of staff will be based on the number of children for whom we have 
reserved a place. Therefore we will not be able to take in children who are not on the list.  
 
This provision will run from 9am to 3.15pm and the children will be provided with a hot lunch. The children 
should be brought to the main gate and will be dismissed from there at the end of the day, as for the 
foreseeable future parents will not be able to enter the school site. If there is a queue please maintain social 
distancing. On the next page, we have provided details of our infection control procedure and of the actions 
that parents will need to take before leaving home each morning. 
 
We will write to the parents of Year 1 and Year 6 pupils next week to confirm the arrangements for the return 
of these children. Please continue to keep yourself and your families safe. 
 

 
Yours faithfully, 
Mr G. Palmer 
Headteacher. 
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 Before Coming to School… 

• Do not come to school if anyone in your home is displaying possible symptoms of coronavirus. This is a 

high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss of taste and smell. Feeling unwell means 

staying at home. 

 

• Your child needs to wear play clothes and to bring a water bottle. They should not bring any other 
items, as these are not needed and could pass on infections 

 

• Check that everyone coming to school, the adult bringing them and the children, have washed their 

hands for at least 20 seconds and have thoroughly dried them just before leaving home. 

• Arrive at the agreed time. Once the school day has started late arrivals will not be admitted, as the 

hygiene entry system will not be operating. 

• Children will have their temperature checked at the school gate using an infrared thermometer. If their 

temperature is above 37.8 they will not be allowed in school and must go back home 

• Do not send in children who have been sent home previously unless they have isolated for 7 days or 

have tested negative and not had a fever for 48 hours. All other members of the family need to 

isolate for 14 days. 

 
 

Infection Control  
 

• If a child complains of feeling unwell in any way shape or form that child will be removed from the 

classroom and brought round to the medical room. 

 

• The child will then have their temperature taken and symptoms recorded by a first aider wearing PPE, 

such as a face mask, gloves and an apron 

 

• The child will be isolated in dedicated room so that they do not pass on any infection 
 

• The school will call the parents of that child to inform them that they are unwell and any symptoms. 

You must ensure that we have your correct emergency contact details. 

 

• One of the parents will be expected to come and pick up the child and their siblings straight away. 

 

• If the child has symptoms of COVID-19 you will be expected to isolate and follow Government 

guidelines. The child with symptoms needs to isolate for 7 days, other members of the household must 

isolate for 14 days. 

• If your child has no symptoms of Coronavirus and is just generally unwell, normal procedures will apply. 

If your child is then unable to come to school because they are unwell, please call the absence line to let 

us know. 


