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14th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As you are aware the Government has announced that schools should prepare to reopen for pupils in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from 1st June. They have also stated that it is the Government’s ambition for all 
primary school children to return to school before the summer for a month if feasible. 
 
The government has not yet confirmed that schools will re-open. They have said that this decision will be 
taken closer to the time based on whether their 5 key tests have been met. These are: 
 

• We must protect our NHS. 
• We must see sustained falls in the death rate. 
• We must see sustained and considerable falls in the rate of infection. 
• We must sort out our challenges in getting enough PPE to the people who need it, and yes, it is a global 

problem but we must fix it. 
• We must make sure that any measures we take do not force the reproduction rate of the disease - the R - 

back up over one, so that we have the kind of exponential growth we were facing a few weeks ago. 
 
In the meantime schools are beginning to plan. The first step will be to complete a risk assessment which the 
local authority will be sending to schools in the near future. To support this the Government has provided 
detailed advice on the type of measures that schools need to consider to keep pupils, families and staff safe. 
This document can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-
settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
Rest assured, the school will only re-open if the risk assessments show that it is safe to do so. This may mean 
that we are only able to open to some year groups and not others, as the risk may vary based on the age of 
the pupils and where their classes are taught in the building. 
 
We are very much hoping to be able to open some classes from 1st June, not only to support the children’s 
education, but also to provide some routine and normality at this difficult time. School will be very different. 
Pupils will be in groups of up to 15 children. Each group will need to be kept separate from each other, so 
there will be no assemblies or playtimes as before. Pupils will be taken to the dining hall, one group at a time 
and tables/ seats will need to be disinfected before the next group enters. Each child will have their own desk, 
chair and resources. They will not be allowed to share equipment, such as books or practical equipment and 
cannot use playground equipment, such as the climbing frames.  Any equipment that is used, such as balls, 
would need to be disinfected before the next group uses them. We will not be able to provide the children with 
reading or library books. The guidance also states that parents should not enter the school site, so we will 
need to implement a system for staff to collect the children from the school gate.  
 
We are exploring different models that could be used to support this return. For example, one option is to 
divide the class in two. Half the children would come to school on Monday and Tuesday and would be taught 
in their classroom with their normal teacher. We would have no classes on a Wednesday, so this time could be 
used to deep clean the school. The second half of the class would then come to school on Thursday and 
Friday. We would try to group children so that siblings come into school on the same days. Work would be set 
for the children to complete at home when they are not in school. School times may also need to be changed 
to make sure that staff and children are not travelling during rush hour. 
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Although this would be a new way of working, we think it may provide a safe way in which to begin phasing 
the re-opening of the school, especially for children in years 2 to 6. We do have more concerns about our 
younger children. At present, the children in Reception, are used to learning through play. In addition to safety 
concerns, we also worry that forcing such young children to sit at a desk by themselves for most of the day, 
could have a negative effect, putting them off school and learning – which obviously we wish to avoid. 
At this planning stage, we would like to ask for your help. We have created a survey for each class, which will 
take less than a minute to complete. We will text you a link for each class that you have children in. Please 
can you click on the link before 10pm on Saturday 16th May and then select either 
 

• I am likely to send  my child in class X back to school before the end of the summer term;  
 

         OR 
 

• I an unlikely to send my child in class X back to school before the end of the summer term. 
 
You will need to complete one survey for each of your children. This will help us to know how many children to 
expect in each class. Decisions are not binding; they are just to give us an indication of possible pupil 
numbers. Remember we will not re-open a year group unless the risk assessment shows that it is safe to do 
so. 
 
In addition to re-opening to year groups, we will continue to provide child care for vulnerable pupils and those 
of key workers. This will be from Monday to Friday. On the days when the child’s group is in school, they will 
join their classmates. On the days they are not, they will be supervised in a separate area of the school, away 
from the other children We will be sending out a separate survey to help us to identify how many pupils are 
likely to need this provision. 
 
We thank you for your support and patience as we carry out the planning process. We will keep you informed 
of the national situation and of any news regarding re-opening following completion of the year group risk 
assessments. We hope to be able to provide a decision before the end of this half term on Friday 22nd May. 
 
 
Stay safe and best wishes to all of you. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Mr Palmer 
Headteacher 
	
 


