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6th March 2020 
 

 
    Dear Parents/ Carers 
 

This half term as part of the ‘On the Farm’ topic, children will be learning all about farm animals and food 
production on farms. To support their learning, the children will be visiting Surrey Docks farm and taking part 
in an exciting workshop, which includes feeding animals and learning about the origins of different food. This 
visit is an important part of children’s learning and the only opportunity we are able to provide for pupils to 
observe the animals first hand.  
 
We understand that due to the coronavirus, parents are concerned about their child going to the farm. At 
present, the Department of Education has not advised school trips to be cancelled and Public Health England 
have stated that the coronavirus is only spread from human to human. It is not caught from touching 
animals or being near them.  
 
We would like to reassure all parents that we have assessed the risks and believe that it is safe for us to go 
ahead with the trip. We will be travelling off peak, so trains will not be overly full and we will not be spending 
more than 10 minutes on each train.  
 
At the farm, the workshop will begin with the usual health and safety talk with the children about washing 
their hands after touching the animals and the importance of keeping their hands away from their face. The 
children will be provided with an opportunity to wash their hands after leaving public transport, both when 
they arrive at the farm and once they return to school.  
 
The school continues to receive daily updates and guidance from the DfE, as the situation continues to 
change across the country. At present, there is no justification for cancelling the trip, however should the 
situation change we will write to parents again to update them on the situation and whether the trip is able 
to take place. Official updates on the virus can be found on the GOV.UK website. 
  

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Miss Begum 
KS1 Assistant Headteacher 

 
 
 


