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17th March 2020 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
Updated Coronavirus-COVID-19 advice 

 
Although at present the government is insisting that schools should remain open, please be assured that we 
continue to follow the latest advice from Pubic Health England. 
 
This was updated yesterday to say that all but essential travel should be cancelled and so in response all trips 
planned for this term have now been cancelled. 
 
The school has also taken steps to support social distancing. All school assemblies have been cancelled, as too 
have the forthcoming parent consultations. Coffee mornings, Parent Council Meetings and any planned parent 
workshops will also not take place this term. Please can we also request than parents try to keep a distance of 
1 metre away from other parents and staff, especially in the congested area around the KS1 porch doors. 
 
Please may we remind parents if your child has either a new continuous cough or a high temperature (37.8C) 
they should not be sent into school. It is very important that parents follow this advice to stop infection. 
Today some children had to be sent home. 
 
If a child or adult has symptoms they need to self-isolate for 7 days. If they no longer have a temperature 
after 7 days they can return to school. The cough may last for several weeks after the infection has gone. 
 
Anyone else living in the house (parents, brothers, sister etc) who has no symptoms also need to self-solate 
but for the longer period of  14 days, as it may take 7 days for the symptoms to show, during which time the 
person could unknowingly spread the virus. 
 
Some parents have called the school asking for advice on whether to keep their child off school. Although the 
virus seems to be less severe in children, they can still get the virus and spread it to others. Children with 
asthma and diabetes are more vulnerable. Parents need to decide what is best for their child based on the 
advice above. We have suspended our usual absence policy, so we will not be asking for any evidence from 
parents. If you decide your child needs to self-isolate, please call the school by 9.30am to inform us and to let 
us know the date they are likely to return. This will help us to plan.  
 
None of our staff have been tested for the virus, but we do have 5 teachers in self-isolation as a precautionary 
measure.  Staffing levels will also reduce further, as guidance for vulnerable groups has been updated and 
now says that staff who are pregnant or have underlying medical conditions should be asked to work from 
home. We will aim to stay open, but may have to close some year groups if we do not have enough teachers 
to safely supervise the children. 
 
We are presently putting together online learning resources which children who are self-isolating will be able 
to use from Monday. This would extend to all children if the government decides to close schools 
 
We thank you for your continued support in this worrying time. Remember effective handwashing is still one of 
the best ways of slowing the spread of coronavirus. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Headteacher. 


