
YEAR 2:  Spring 1 (January & February) 
 

Topic: Life in Africa 
 Which continent do we live in? 
 Can you name 5 countries in Europe and their 

capital cities? 
 Can you name 5 countries in Africa and say which 

oceans surround it? 
 How many different weather words can you use? 

(snow, frost, fog, cloudy, showers, drizzle, rain, 
stormy, thunder, lightning, hail, wind, breeze, gale)  

 What symbols might you see on a weather map? 
 Can you describe the climate in the UK?                    
 What are the different types of cloud?                    

How do they help us to predict the rain?  
(Cumulus, Cirrus and Stratus) 

 What does the Beauford Scale measure? 
 How is the climate of Africa different to that of the 

UK? What are wet and dry seasons? 
 How would you travel to Kenya? 
 What is the landscape like there? (desert, 

savannah) and how does this compare to the UK? 
 Can you name some Kenyan mammals (elephant, 

hippopotamus, rhinoceros, giraffe, zebra, 
wildebeest, buffalo, gazelle, lion, hyena, cheetah, 
leopard), birds (Ostrich, Flamingo, Pelican, 
Spoonbill, Vulture & Buzzard), insects (praying 
mantis, dung beetle, termites, mosquito and tsetse 
fly) and plants (baoba, acacia, elephant & yellow 
star grass)? 

 What is Nairobi like? (housing, transport, industry) 
 How does family life in Nairobi compare to that in 

London? (food, clothes, jobs & entertainment) 
 What is a Kenyan village? (housing, transport, 

farming, amenities such as power & water) 
 How does family life there compare to that in 

London? (food, clothes & entertainment) 
 How can an atlas help us to find out about other 

countries? 
 

Art: African Masks 
 What is a mask? 

 What were African masks used for 

traditionally? (used in religious or social 
events, they represent ancestors, animals or 

spirituality)   

 What materials did they use to create the 

masks? Why? (Natural materials such as wood 
which was found in their surroundings)   

 What are the different styles, colours and 

shapes? (Tribes used different  styles, 
colours and shapes all have different meaning 

e.g. white represented daylight or good 

fortune, red represented a celebration) 

 Can you draw or use junk modelling to create 

your own African style mask?   
 

Music:  
 Can you play and change between three 

notes (A, B, G) on a recorder creating both 
long and short sounds? 

 Are you able to name up to 3 different wind 
instruments? (e.g. flute, oboe, clarinet 
saxophone, bassoon, recorder) 

 What periods of music focus on the use of 
wind instruments (e.g. Baroque period, 
classical period) 

 Can you name any composers/Musicians 
that write for wind instruments (e.g. Frans 
Brüggen, Lucie Horsch, Michala Petri, 
Pamela Thorby) 
 

Computing: Programming with Scratch Jr 
 What are algorithms? 
 How can you make a character grow or shrink? 
 How can you make a character move? 
 What would you use the repeat instruction for? 
 How can you add sound to a program? 

 
 

RE: Islam  
What different views do people hold about God? 
Can you recall stories of prophet Muhammad 
and what this tells us about his character? 
What significance does prophet Muhammad 
have on Muslims? 
What happens at a mosque? 
What particular objects would you find at a 
mosque and why are they there?  
 

 


