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IMPORTANT DATES  

 

 
 
 

END OF SPRING TERM 

School finishes 2PM Thursday 29th March 2018 

Return Tuesday 17th April 2018 

 

SUMMER HALF TERM  

School finishes Friday 25th May 2018 

Return Monday 4th June 2018 

 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

INSET Day 

Friday 15th June 2018 

 

END OF SUMMER TERM 

School finishes 2PM Friday 20th July 2018 

Return to School Tuesday 4th September 2018 

 

All other important dates will be available on our school 
website www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

CELEBRATING BOOK WEEK 2018 

World Book Day celebrations got off to a chilling start this 
year— not just due to the cold weather, but because our 
theme this year was spooky books. Each year group had 
fun exploring a spooky story through drama, art and Eng-

lish. In year 6, children read The Eye in 
the Graveyard, Year 5: Lemony Snicket, 
Year 4: Scream Street, Year 3: Goose-
bumps, Year 2: Funnybones, Year 1 and 
Reception: Winnie the Witch Under the 
Sea.  In Reception and KS1, the children 
spent the day designing posters, creating 
under sea collages, making scary cos-

tumes, masks and 
moving puppets. In 
KS2, the day got 
darker, scarier and 
gloomier as the chil-

dren wrote 
their own scary 
stories and re-
enacted scenes 
from their class 
text. 
After all that 
great fun, 
there was only one thing left to do… 
Book week assembly! Witches, vam-
pires, skeletons, bats, ghosts…. You 
name them, we had them! The hall 
was buzzing with spooky characters 
everywhere. It was great seeing all 
the learning being presented at assembly and hearing what 
the children got up to. We even had little witches from Re-
ception join the assembly and share the bat models they 
made in class.  If you missed the assembly, you can watch 
it on our website. Word of warning, the children all looked 
really spooky in their costumes, so don’t get scared!   

Book Week ended with a successful book fair where pupils 
were able to spend their book vouchers. Thank you to eve-
ryone who made this year’s Book Week successful.  

SHARING GOOD PRACTICE 

Challenge Partners is a 
voluntary organisation 
which works with over 
400 schools across Eng-
land to share good prac-
tice. They arrange for 
schools to have a quality 

review, when the school is visited for three days by a 
team of four  headteachers to look at how well the 
school is doing. Old Palace had its first review at the 
beginning of March, when we were visited by 
headteachers from Newham, Swindon & Portsmouth 
and an Assistant Headteacher from Milton Keynes. 
They visited every class and looked at teaching, out-
comes (the children's results) and how well leaders 
support school improvement. For each area they iden-
tity strengths and 'even better ifs' to help schools con-
tinue to improve. This was a very positive experience 
for the school and very important in helping us to 
check we continue to do well, as Oustanding schools 
are exempt from regular Ofsted visits. We were espe-
cially proud to be awarded an Area of Excellence. This 
was in the teaching of Writing to children with English 
as an Additional Language. This means we are now 
listed on a national data base so schools who need 
support in this area can come and learn from what we 
do at Old Palace.  

As part of our membership of Challenge Partners, 
leaders from the school also take part in the reviews of 
other schools. Mr Palmer went to  Chelmsford, Miss 
Millward to Portsmouth and Mr Manalo to Blackpool. 
As well as helping the schools they visited to improve, 
this also allowed them to check their judgements 
against those of other school leaders, to make links 
and to pick elements of good practice that we can use 
in our school. We look forward  to continue building on 
our Challenge Partnership membership over future 
years. 



PARENTING COURSE 
We have been running a 
parenting course, giving 
families the opportunity to 
share and exchange their 
experiences on parenting.  
We have been discussing 
causes of behavior, empha-
sizing why special time is 
important. Parents have 

been very much engaged and have been open about 
their experiences whether it has been positive or nega-
tive. Thank you to all the families that have been taking 
part and sharing their experiences. The next Parenting 
course is booked for Tuesday 24th April – Tuesday 8th 
May, 2-3.15pm, Community Room. If you would like to 
sign up please book with Forida. 

ORAL HEALTH WORKSHOP 
On Wednesday 14th March, Sultana 
Begum, (specialist nurse from NHS) 
came in and spoke to parents about 
the importance of child oral health 
during our coffee morning. The ses-
sion was focused on best ways to 
brush teeth and how to access the 
local NHS services. They looked at im-
pact of long term use of the following: 
dummies, bottle, suction cups, sugar 
in foods and drinks. To follow this up 
we also provide fluoride varnishing programme in school. 
Parents found the information useful, and recommended 
that families of children in Foundation Stage should at-
tend the Oral Health information workshop which will be 
delivered on Monday 26th March; 9.15-10.15am in the 
Community Room. 

KEEPING OUR SCHOOL CLEAN & TIDY 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
remind parents, carers and children not to 
spit or litter our school playground.  
As well as transmitting serious illness such 
as, Tuberculosis, spitting also spreads many 
germs and virus which harm the children’s 
heath. We also kindly ask that you DO NOT bring any fast 
food into school as this attracts vermin onto the school 
premises. All litter must be dispose of correctly in the des-
ignated litter bins. Thank you for your continued support. 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 
All clubs are due to finish this week. There are no 
after school clubs scheduled for next week so chil-
dren will need to be collected at 3.30pm. 
New clubs will start from Monday 23rd April. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
We have been working closely with the Bromley by 
Bow Centre in partnership to help local families 
with Employment Advice & Guidance. Advisor, Layla 
Shirreh will be visiting our parents during our Cof-
fee Morning. Parents can ‘drop in’ to find out about 
training and employment opportunities on the fol-
lowing dates: 

 Wed 28th March 2018 

 Wed 25th April 2018  
 

Other dates 

 Wed 28th March— Lost property w ill be 
available to claim from 3.15-3.45pm from 
under the canopy in KS2 playground. Any 
unwanted items will be sent to a local charity 
or disposed of.  

 Badmington for Mums: Due to requests 
from some parents, we would like to start 
Badminton Clubs for mums next half term. In 
order to set this up, we need to know if par-
ents will attend on a weekly basis. We need 
a minimum of 6-8 parents. If you are inter-
ested, please sign up with Forida by Tuesday 
17th April. 

 Wed 2nd May – FGM information Session 

 Wed 9th May – Smoking, Paan & Shisha infor-
mation Session 

PARENT COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The 2nd Round of 
Parent Council 
Meetings will be 
held after the 
Easter break. Out-
comes will be pub-
lished in our next 
communication. If 
you have any con-

cerns, suggestions or ways you think we can improve, 
please speak to your parent councilors so that this can be 
raised during the parent councilors meeting. Thank you for 
you’re your continuing support. 

TIME 2 ENGAGE 

The families who are part 
of the ‘Time to Engage’ 
project have been at-
tending workshops after 
school for 1 hour on 
Wednesday 10th, 24th 
January and Wednesday 
5th February supporting 
their children with Maths. 
Miss Begum & Mrs. Rah-

man delivered the workshop teaching them about number 
bonds, sequencing, doubling & halving, big and small. All 
the activities ensured children are secure about the order 
of numbers. The doubling and halving activities allowed 
children to solve problems in their environment e.g. shar-
ing with friends. Families have found the workshops to be 
extremely interactive and they have all enjoyed learning 
together. A big thank you to all the parents who attended.  

ANNUAL PARENT CONFERENCE 

On Wednesday 21st 
March, Shelly & 3 Parent 
Councilors (Sahra Ah-
med, Abdul Rahim & 
Amina Begum) attended 
the Tower Hamlets 12th 
Annual Parent Confer-
ence at the CCT venues 
Plus, South Quay. This 
year the focus was on 
Parents as Partners-
helping children to reach their potential. The opening 
speech was by Mayor John Biggs and a keynote speech 
from “Achievement for All”. Parents had the opportunity 
to attend two workshops of their choice from safer fam-
ilies, healthy brighter smiles, the wonder of words, risk 
taking and the teenage brain, tools to talk and playing 
your part in the community.  The Parent Councilors  
signed up to becoming Parent Champions.  The Parent 
Champions have the advantage of being integrated 
with, and directly contributing to the borough’s Parent 
and Carer Council, a key council consultation forum. As 
well as providing a sustainable mechanism for parent 
engagement, the council also provides great links with 
other areas such as health. 



COMMUNITY NOTICE 
Statement from Police Superintendent Peter 
Turner:  
‘I am aware that many in our community have seen 
letters entitled ‘How to Punish a Muslim’. A photo-
graph of the letter has been shared widely on social 
media which has spread across the country and this 
has caused concern amongst the Muslim community 
in particular. I must stress that, to date, no letters 
have been sent to any individuals in Tower Hamlets, 
however the sharing of the social media image may 
lead some to believe there have been. I have no intel-
ligence to suggest this is the case. Some letters have 
been received in other parts of the country including 
Yorkshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and Lon-
don. It is clear that they have been sent to cause fear 
and offence among our Muslim communities. Of these 
reports none have been sent to named individuals. 
The investigation into these crimes is being undertak-
en by officers attached to the counter terrorism com-
mand in North East England and a national strategy is 
in place. I and my team do not and will not tolerate 
any form of hate crime.   
  
Should you or a friend receive a letter or other post 
that is threatening or abusive then please contact the 
police, telephone 101, they will assess what you have 
received and know what procedure to follow and 
whether the letter is part of this series. 
  
Mayor, John Biggs, said:  
‘The anonymous letters that have been sent encour-
aging people to carry out violent acts on ‘Punish a 
Muslim Day’ on Tuesday 3 April 2018 are shocking 
and extremely distressing. In Tower Hamlets we are a 
united community and have always pulled together 
when people try to divide us. As a Council we will be 
working in partnership with Police and our partners to 
keep residents safe. At the moment no reports have 
been made by Tower Hamlets residents of receiving a 
copy of this letter, if you do, or you have any con-
cerns please contact the Police. I am aware that my 
colleague Rushanara Ali MP received a suspect pack-
age this week which is unacceptable. Inciting people 
to carry out violent acts targeting particular communi-
ties will not be tolerated. We remain vigilant for those 
who wish to divide us. I recognise the great contribu-
tion the Muslim community makes to our Borough. 
We stand together against prejudice and intolerance 
and remain vigilant for those who wish to divide us’. 
 
On Wednesday 21st March, Tom Llewellyn-Jones 
from LBTH came in to talk to year 5 and 6 regard-
ing prejudice in the past and present.  He also dis-
cussed how social media can be used to spread 
negative messages but this does not mean every-
one supports those views.  Tom assured the chil-
dren that these things are taken very seriously by 
the police and informed them of what they can do 
if they have any concerns.  Tom has provided Old 
Palace with the resources if we feel it is necessary 
to share with other classes.  

SPORTS RELIEF 2018 
We would like to start by saying 
thank you to all the parents who 
helped prepare our biscuits to 
be sold for sports relief. This 
week, we  have had different 
events taking place to raise 
money 
for 
Sports 
Re-
lief.  KS1 
have 

been taking part in a 2 minute 
fitness challenge every day and 
designing their own medals!  KS2 
have designed their own sports 
wear and have taken part in Run-
ning a Mile!  A year 6 maths 
group had the challenge of work-
ing out how many laps the chil-
dren had run to reach a 
mile.  They found out one lap is 
0.04 miles therefore KS2 pupil have ha to be run 25 

laps!  Parents were invited to 
watch the children give it their 
best. Everyone put in their best 
effort to maintained the pace and 
worked as team. Well Done to 
everyone who took part! 
  
On Friday 23rd March all the chil-
dren are invited to dress up as a ‘ 
Famous Athlete’ for 
30p.  Unfortunately, due to a trip 
to the Royal Mews children in 
Year 1 children will be required to 
come in with their school uni-
form. Competition winners will be 

announced on Friday 23rd March and the overall money 
raised will be announced in our next newsletter. 

SENIOR LEADERSIP TEAM 
We would like to take this opportunity 
to welcome back Mrs Arnel from a 
period of absence due to maternity 
leave.  She will be joining us straight 
after Easter holiday (Summer term) 
and leading Year 1 & 3. If you have 
any queries a list of our SLT members 
managing each phase group are not-
ed below. 

 EYFS: Mrs Rahman, Y2: Miss McClelland  

 Y1 & 3: Mrs Arnel, Y4 & 5: Mr Manalo 

 Y6: Miss Millward, SEND: Ms Kurup  

NON EMERGENCY APPOINTMENTS 
Due to rising number of non-emergency dental appoint-
ments and frequent disruptions in class. We would kindly 
ask parents to try and avoid making medical/dental ap-
pointments during school hours. We understand some-
times this may not be possible, in such cases, please try 
and make the appointment either at the earliest time 
available or towards the end of the school day. 
When collecting your child/ren from school for an ap-
pointment, you will be asked to provide evidence. This 
can be in the form of an appointments card, letter or a 
text message. If you do not have any of the above, you 
will be asked to produce one upon returning to school or 
the following day. Failure to do so will mean your child's 
absence maybe recoded as unauthorised and reported to 
the Attendance Welfare Advisor at the Local Authority. 
We thank you in advance for your continuing support. 
 

Y6 VISIT SCIENCE MUSEUM 

Year 6 visited the Science 
Museum as part of their top-
ic unit on Electricity. The 
children got the opportunity 
to walk around and play a 
range of games at the inter-
active Energy gallery. Here, 
they explored how energy 
powers our everyday lives. 
Year 6 used their learned 
knowledge of energy 
sources as well as learning from what they saw, read and 
experienced on the day. It was a great trip which provid-
ed the children with a chance to share and expand their 
learning. 

Lap 16 



Y3 LEARN ABOUT RECYCLING PROCESS 
Earlier this week, Year 3 visited Bywater Recycling Centre to 
find out more about recycling.  We discovered why it is so 
important to recycle and what actually happens to the mate-
rials that we put in the recycling bin.  Did you know, it takes 

up to 500 years for an alu-
minium tin to decompose, but 
only six weeks to be recycled 
and turned into something 
new!  (Eg. Chocolate wrap-
pers and ready meal packag-
ing).   We are much more 
aware of the rubbish we leave 
behind every day and now 
make a greater effort to make 

sure it is disposed of correctly.  

FRENCH INSTITUTE VISIT 
Last week, a group of Year 6 children visited the French In-
stitute, to explore the theme of 
Magical Stories.  In the morning, 
we listened to a French modern 
day fairy tale, and then wrote 
bilingual stories of our own, us-
ing a combination of French and 
English phrases and sentences.  
In the afternoon, we watched a 
fantasy film, made up of four 
different tales. It was fascinating 
to see how culturally different 
European films are to the ones we know in England.  The 
children's behaviour was exemplary throughout the day, and 
they represented Old Palace brilliantly. Some of the children 
will be putting their French in action on Tuesday, 24th March 
when 24 lucky children visit Paris for the day. 

Y5 LEARN ABOUT MATERIALS  
Year 5 visited the Soanes Center 
this half term as part of their 
materials unit. The trip was a 
fantastic experience and the chil-
dren spent the afternoon work-
ing as scientists. They carried 
out several experiments to test a 
variety of materials and learn 
about their properties, including 
making charcoal (changing the 
state of materials) testing the 

height of bouncing balls (different material properties) and 
changing the shape of a material to make it float (surface 
area of a material). The children were able to bring back lots 
of new knowledge to their afternoon topic lessons. Well 
done Year 5! 

Y2 LEARN ABOUT LIFE IN AFRICA 
In Year 2, to support our learning 
about life in Africa, we  visited the 
Horniman Museum. At the muse-
um we took part in a workshop to 
find out more about some of the 
other countries in Africa. We 
heard a story about how tradi-
tional Ghanian patterned cloth 
came to be and were able to 
dress up using some of these 
cloths. We learnt about the Nige-
rian Dundun drum, which is also 
known as the ‘talking drum’ be-

cause the sounds imitate those of the Yoruba language. 
We also learnt about the Mbria which originally came 
from Zimbabwe. This is a type of thumb piano made 
out of old spoons and is traditionally played during cel-
ebrations. We even got to look at and play with some 
handmade toys from Zimbabwe, which children had 
made from old recycled materials. The day was a lot of 
fun and helped the children to consolidate what they 
had been learning in class.  

RECEPTION CELEBRATES MOTHERS DAY 
On Thursday 8th March, as part of 
the Foundation Stage topic on 
Festivals and Celebrations, the 
children in Reception class invited 
their mothers into the classrooms, 
in the lead up to Mothering Sun-
day. The children spent part of 
the morning session engaging 
with a host of activities with their 
mums, including making a healthy 
snack, paper weaving and pop up 
cards.   
Mother's Day is a celebration hon-

oring the mother of the family, as well as motherhood, 
maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers in society. 
It is celebrated on various days in many parts of the 
world. Thank you to all our parents who joined us in the 
morning and helped make it special for all the children.   

FS LEARNING ABOUT DIFFERENT FAITHS 
This term Reception visited 
Harley Grove Gurdwara 
(Sikh Temple), which linked 
in with their topic Celebra-
tions and Festivals.  We 
walked from Bromley by 
Bow to the Gurdwara. 
When we got there, we 
took off our shoes and we 
wore a large knotted hand-

kerchief called the ‘Patka’ to cover our heads; then we 
made our way to the Prayer Hall which is called the 
‘Darbar’. We listened to some singing and had the 
chance to look at ‘The Guru Granth Sahib’ – this is the 
Holy Book for Sikhs. We walked around the Guru’s 
throne to see all their 
special items and learnt 
what they meant. Charity 
is a very important for 
Sikhs. Finally, we were 
given some snacks to eat 
downstairs, it was a very 
busy and fun morning!  
Back at school, the chil-
dren took to the stage 
and presented their Fes-
tival assembly on ‘Holi’. The children dressed up in their 
colourful cultural outfits. They talked about how Holi a 
Hindu Spring festival is celebrated around the world, 
and retold the story of ‘Vishnu and Prahlad’. The story 
showed the victory of good over evil.  All the children 
worked very hard, and showed great talent in their very 
first school performance. Well done! 

Y4 NATURE AROUND US 
In order to extend their learning around this half term’s top-
ic, Nature Around Us, the children went on a wildlife trail to 
the Cemetery Park in Mile 
End. The children first learnt 
about what they would be 
looking for in order to discov-
er more about the natural 
environment, what wildlife 
lives there and what it leaves 
behind. They had the oppor-
tunity to become nature de-
tectives and use their senses 
to observe, smell and listen for what is around them. The 
children worked in pairs to collect evidence and used an 
Identification Sheet to record what they found. This includ-
ed footprints, fur, feathers, holes and tunnels as well as 
nibbled food. Children had the opportunity to return to 
the Soanes Centre to look at the items closely using micro-
scopes. They were able to use the items to make sugges-
tions about where animals or insects might be living in the 
cemetery park and why it may have chosen that particular 
area to be its habitat. The children then used the evidence 
to create a line of enquiry during their Maths lesson. Over-
all, the children had a great day outdoors, exploring their 
local area. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother

