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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

END OF SPRING TERM 
School finishes 2PM Friday 5th April 2019 
Return to School Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

 
SUMMER HALF TERM 

School finishes Friday 24th May 2019 
Return to School Monday 3rd June 2019 

 
END OF SUMMER TERM 

School finishes 2PM Friday 19th July 2019 
Return to School Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

All other important dates and performance videos 
please visit our school website  

www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

PARIS IN THE SPRING TIME  
On the 2nd April, 23 Year 6 chil-
dren visited Paris. They had a busy 
morning, visiting sights, such 
as Notre Dame, Arc de Triomphe & 
the Champs Elyse, before enjoying 
a sit down on the Seine boat trip; 
sailing past magnificent buildings 
and bridges including the Eiffle 
Tower. Later in the day, they visit-
ed Sacre Coeur, from where they 
enjoyed fantastic views of the city, 
while eating croissant and pain aux 
chocolate. Next they got to visit 
Place du Tertre, to see the artists 

sketching portraits, before shopping for souvenirs, which 
caused great excitement!  The children were a  credit to the 
school and were able to spot similarities and differences be-
tween the streets and subways in London and Paris. Through-
out the day, they had opportunities to practice their French 
skills and were able to experience first hand the things they 
had learned about in school. It was a very long day for Mrs 
Hepworth, James, Ms Kurup and Mr Palmer, but well worth it 
to provide the children with such a great learning experience. 
 

As Old Palace was graded as OUTSTANDING in 2009, we are 
exempt from Ofsted Inspections, unless there is a drop in 
our results. As results remain strong, last year the school 
became part of Challenge Partners, as this allows the school 
to have a three day review, when the  quality of teaching 
and learning is checked by senior leaders from other schools 
to make sure standards do not slip.  This year, our re-
view was led by an education consultant (and current Ofsted 
Inspector) who advises schools in Dubai, a headteacher from 
West Norwood and two Assistant Headteachers, from Ports-
mouth and Manchester. The team were highly complemen-
tary of the school and commented on how... 'adults and chil-
dren respond extremely well to the oasis of calm that per-
meates the environment'. Leaders at all levels were congrat-
ulated for the role they play in sustaining high standards. 
The team praised how quickly the school had increased 
standards in presentation, an area identified in last year's 
review, by introducing high quality work books and making 
sure high standards are demonstrated in classroom and cor-
ridor displays. The school's curriculum was identified as a 
major strength and the report stated: 
 '' ‘We leave no stone unturned,' was one leader’s re-
sponse when asked how, despite the potential barriers 
to learning, the school achieves outstanding outcomes. 
This unswerving commitment to ensuring all pupils do 
as well as they can is evident at every turn.'“ 
A copy of the full report can be seen on the school website. 

As part of our membership of Challenge Partners, lead-
ers from the school also take part in the reviews of oth-
er schools. Mr Palmer went to  Folkestone, Miss Millward 
to Luton, Miss Binnie to Lewisham and Miss Begum to 
West Norwood. As well as helping the schools they visit-
ed to improve, this also allowed them to check their 
judgements against those of other school leaders and to 
pick up examples of good practice that we can use in 
our school. Old Palace is also part of the  Challenge 
Partners Inspire Hub, which  allows us to work closely 
with schools in Woolwich and the Medway. Last week 
we hosted a hub meeting, welcoming headteachers 
from the other schools to Old Palace. This allowed us to 
share a presentation on our curriculum and the work of 
our subject leaders, which had been recommended as 
potential areas of excellence during our review.  
Veronica Kennard, Chair of Governors, was delighted 
with the report. She said:        
'Old Palace is lucky to have such a dedicated team of 
teachers and support staff, who work tireless to ensure 
all pupils achieve their full potential. It is excel-
lent  that  that this has been recognised by Challenge 
Partners and that Old Palace is able to share its 
strengths to help other schools to improve. I am partic-
ularly pleased that the report recognised the increase in 
standards of presentation which the staff have worked 
so hard to achieve. On behalf of the governors, I would 
like to thank the staff and the children for all their hard 
work and achievements. Everyone should be feeling 
very proud!  



TIME 2 ENGAGE PROJECT 
This half term, our Time 
to Engage workshops 
focused on Reading com-
prehension. A series of 3 
workshops culminated 
in a Saturday trip to the 
Idea Store on Roman 
Road, led by Mrs Naeem 
and Shelly. The parents 
attended the Family 
Learning Workshop there 
and got time to read the 

books to their children in the cosy area. It also provided 
an opportunity for some parents to join the library, which 
as well as giving access to the books, also gives discounts 
within Tower Hamlets.  

PARENT COUNCIL 
Thank you to all our Parent Councillors  for meeting with Mr 
Palmer over the past few weeks. Below is a summary of the 
issues discussed: 

Year Issues raised Action agreed to support parents/children 
  
FS 

Concerns around 
changes to relation-
ship lessons (SRE) 

School awaiting guidance from Tower Hamlets. Once received content can be shared with par-
ents. Changes not due until September 2020. Sex education only to be compulsory in secondary 
schools. No specific lessons are delivered on LGBT issues but the school has a duty to record 
and challenge homophobic language, as this is covered under equalities legislation. School will 
look into providing Equality Workshops next year, to support parents in addressing this at home. 

Playground screening More shrubs will be planted around the perimeter of the playground over Easter, but these will 
take time to grow. School will trial adding screening in one area. 

World Book Day Agreed to have general theme for next year, as Sci Fi was difficult for some families 
Trip Volunteers ex-
pectations 

An additional trip volunteer training session to be held after Easter Break 

Tasting samples for 
Reception 

Tower Hamlets Catering to be asked if they will provided samples of new dishes on the menu to 
encourage more Reception children to eat school lunch. 

Attendance Look at the idea of a termly tea party to reward most improved attendance next year.  

Partnership with local 
schools 

Marner to be contacted to see if there is a possibility to use their indoor climbing and St Agnes 
to see if we can use their Forest School area. 

Year 1 Playground screening See above 

Concerns around SRE See above. 

Packed Lunch School will contact Tower Hamlets Catering to if  alternatives to apples can be provided. 

World Book Day See above 

Positive feedback Teachers are approachable and now communicate more effectively with parents. 

Year 2 SATs workshop Workshop was provided and homework given to support the children to prepare for SATs. 

Homework Teacher will be asked to make the text/ spaces bigger. 

Reading Idea of introducing reading bands was discussed. This would only work if parents are willing to 
complete and sign a reading record. Use of Bug Club is inconsistent. Miss Begum to ensure a list 
of Bug Club books goes out at the start of term. 
  

Text message Parent who do not receive text messages should check with the office that we have the correct 
number. Sometimes unknown texts are blocked by the service provider. 

Parent Volunteers Event to be provided to thank trip volunteers at the end of the year. 

Year 3 No issues or con-
cerned raised 

No agenda items so meeting not held. 

Year 4 World Book Day See above. 

Book Sale  All the money is sent to Scholastic and they set the prices. The school does get some commis-
sion, which is used to buy £5 book vouchers for the 100% attendance prizes. Next year we will 
run the sale on two evenings. 

Assembly No filming or photos to be taken during assemblies. Time for photos will be provided at the end 
of the performance, once the other classes have left the hall. 

Research projects All children are expected to complete these. If parents have any difficulties, please speak to the 
class teacher before the project is due to be handed in. 

Parent Volunteers See above. 
Year 5 Concerns around SRE See above. 
Year 6 Booster classes for all 

pupils 
A range of strategies are used to provide additional support when this is needed. Children also 
benefit from teaching in smaller sets. 

Leavers Assembly Parents will be given time to take photos after the other classes have left the hall. 

Trip reminders Please check newsletters for dates & details. 

Leavers Memorabilia Parents will be asked to express interest in the next Year 6 newsletter. If there is enough inter-
est in Hoodies, the school can facilitate ordering these. 

Homework Additional SATs homework will be provided for the children to complete during the Easter Break. 

AFTERNOON TEA AT THE RADISSON HOTEL  
On Tuesday 2nd April, 
seven pupils from Y4 
were invited by the 
Docklands DLR Am-
bassadors to a Com-
munity Easter After-
noon Tea. The chil-
dren were chosen due 
to their excellent 
learning behaviour 
this academic year. 
They had a fabulous 

time celebrating Easter with the community. After a 
scrumptious afternoon tea they had the opportunity to 
have their face painted and play games. As they left each 
child was given an Easter egg and hat to take home. 
What a grand day out! 



Y5 NEWSPAPER DAY 
Newspaper Day is always one of the 
highlights of Year 5!  Suited and ready 
to type away, our Year 5 journalists 
researched, wrote and typed up their 
article on different parts of the Easter 
story. They worked really hard to meet 
the demands of the chief editor and 
helped each other in order to finish 
their articles on time. The children en-
sured they included all the organisa-
tional features of a newspaper, such as engaging headline, 
stand firsts and details of the 5w’s (who, what, when, where, 
and why) and language features, such as past tense, report-
ed and direct speech. They also looked at and planned their 
very own adverts for a product or service of their choice, us-
ing persuasive and emotive language to entice their readers. 
Overall they had a great day and really got a taste for what it 
may be like to work in a newspaper office when they are old-
er.  

PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE 
Some of our Year 5 children have been 
busy preparing for the Mayor of Lon-
don Maths Challenge. During a 
lunchtime Maths Club they  worked on 
their pattern finding, mental calcula-
tions and coding to further develop 
their problem solving skills. Three of 
the children from the maths club were 
then able to go and compete at City 
Hall in a London wide Maths challenge. 
At the  competition the children 
worked hard to create different shapes out of tangrams and 
pentominoes, solve calculations in the 24 game and decoding 
a tricky puzzle! The children did the school proud and achieved 
an impressive third place.  

COMIC RELIEF 2019 
Well done to the School Council for ar-
ranging such as successful Comic Relief 
week. This included the sale of official 
merchandise, cakes and iced biscuits, as 
well as a staff vs. pupils football match. 
Each year group put forward a team of 
enthusiastic footballers to try and score 

as many goals as they could against the adults. Everyone 
put in their best effort to score, while the cheering crowd 
looked on, but ultimately the adults won. On Friday 15th 
March all the children dressed up in ‘Spots and Stripes’ and 
as a reward for all their fund raising, the children got to 
enjoy the world premiere of ‘What Makes You Beautiful’ by 
the Old Palace staff. Altogether we raised £815.21. Thank 
you to everyone who got involved, including the many par-
ents who baked and helped ice biscuits. Thank you! 

CULTURAL AWARENESS DAY 
On Wed 27th March, parents came together to celebrate a 
Cultural Day. This year’s theme was on marriages and what 
the comparison was between London and  home countries. 
Parents  enjoyed sharing their experiences and  bought in  
traditional dishes to share with the group. They sang tradi-
tional songs and wore henna. The event was greatly en-
joyed by all.  

STAR CITIZENS - SPRING 2019 
We would like to congratulate the following 
pupils for achieving the star citizen award for 
last half term. Well Done and keep up the 
good work. 
Reception Anisa RD & Maryam RM 
Year One Ayana 1B & Ihsan 1L 
Year Two Rabiul 2D & Summayah 2H 
Year Three Liyana 3H & Khattab 3L 
Year Four Kaif 4M & Aysha 4T 
Year Five Jilanoor 5A & Mahera 5D 
Year Six Summer 6G & Nabila 6H 

Congratulations to all the following children 
for Achieving 100% Attendance  

Spring Term 2019 
(8th January  to 2nd April 2019) 

Reception: Yaseen, Arshiya, Hamzah,  Ameera, 
Faathimah, Jumaimah, Bilaal, Ahianul, Nasif & Jas-
mine. 

Year One: Sabrina, Sufian, Zaina, Arissa, Han-
na, Rakin, Naomi, Layla, Abdurrahman, Humaira, 
Hamza Tayeeba, Sanjahrah, Saadat, Tamim, Munira, 
Afsana, Ishaq, & Khadijah. 

Year Two: Adyan, Tauheed, Safiyyah, Yaqub, 
Mahiba, Hamza, Taiba, Ismail, Arka, Safa, Marbur, 
Faria, Ayaan, Sumayyah, Ayaan, Mahdi, Anas & Isra. 

Year Three: Aidan, Shabib, Musa, Shahirul, Jardel, 
Sahla, Rexelle, Nathan, Sama, Khattab, Zaim, Ummi, 
Ibrahim, Yazmin, Jhuma, Prohor, Habibah, Ihsan & 
Yusha. 

Year Four: Tayiba, Ihsan, Usha, Samiha, Hafsa, 
Sebastian, Yusuf, Liyana, Muna, Hanifa, Aaisha, 
Fayeezah, Mansoor & Tamanna, Ayo, Oporna, Hib-
bah, Isa, Rafiul, Zaina, Athik, Farhan, Hafeezah & 
Walif 

Year Five: Samina, Jamie, Jilanoor, Maryam, 
Imtiyaz, Gbolahan, Uthman, Ikhwan, Samrin, Zahra, 
Irum, Mysham Maniha, Steven & Uthman. 

Year Six: Ishaq, Medina, Jayed, Victoria, Tahir, 
Safin, Yousha, Safa, Zainab, Amana, Mariya, Zareena 
& Hamza W. 

TOWER VOICES CONCERT 

Year 4 went to Bow School on Wednesday 3rd April to per-
form a range of songs with another primary school. They 
rehearsed with Gen from Tower Voices, before performing to 
an audience of parents from both schools. Year 4 were fan-
tastic in their enthusiasm when singing and remembering all 
5 songs and the moves to go with them during the perfor-
mance. They had a brilliant time and the audience loved the 
performance!  

ONLINE SAFTEY: GAMING AND AGE RATINGS 
Gaming and what can be appropriate for children is a huge 
area as different parents will have different thoughts and opin-
ions. Equally, parents can feel pressurised by their child be-
cause 'everybody else is playing it'. ‘Common Sense Media’ 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-lists can help make 
an informative decision.  It publishes independent ratings and 
reviews for nearly everything kids want to watch, read, play, 
and learn. For each title they review, they indicate the young-
est appropriate age, based on its specific content and overall 
developmental guidelines. They also read privacy policies for 
all digital (app, game, and website) titles they review and do 
their best to alert parents to major concerns that have been 
identified.   
You can also look out for the PEGI rating to let you know the 
recommended age.  More information can be found at 
https://pegi.info/ . Our Next Workshop will be held on 
Wednesday 22nd May 2019- NSPCC Online Safety 
Workshop for Parents 9:15am. 

https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=d84cdfcb5e&e=a38dbe3df1
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-lists
https://pegi.info/


LEARNING ABOUT EASTER 
With Easter approaching the children have been learning all 
about the importance of this event to Christians. In Year 5, 
the children learned the Easter story as part of their English 
unit on Newspaper Reports. The Easter story helped the chil-
dren understand the significance of Jesus and what he did for 
his people. It also taught the children that not all sacrifices 
are sad and that his resurrection was a happy day for Chris-
tians. 

Then, in preparation for their Easter assembly, the children 
visited St Mary's Church, where they explored the various fea-
tures of the building. Finally on 3rd April, the children com-
bined all their learning in a fantastic Easter Assembly, which 
helped everyone understand the significance and traditions of 
Holy week. Well done Year 5.  
Meanwhile in Reception the children have also been learning 
about Easter and other celebrations. The children (and par-
ents!) worked very hard to create some amazing Easter Bon-
nets, which the children loved showing off in their Easter bon-
net parade. 

 

Our Design Technology Creative Days this term focused on using wood. 
Each year group designed and made a different product: Reception made 
wooden blocks with numbers on them; they sanded the edges to make 
them smooth using abranet and then decorated them. Year 1 made pic-
ture frames and decorated them using printing techniques to give them a 
really decorative finish. Year 2 designed and made wooden picture frames; 
these were decorated using paint. Year 3 made tangram trays and deco-
rated them using geometric patterns. Year 4 made desk tidies that in-
volved lots of sawing and drilling holes. Year 5 made a money box that 
combined an acetate front with MDF and wood to hold it in place. Year 6 
made Memento boxes from MDF using washer tapes to secure the joints. 
The children enjoyed the days, which brought out their creative side, as 
well as allowing them to apply their maths skills such as measuring, calcu-
lating angles and looking for geometric patterns. A big thank you to Miss 
Binnie & Mr Manalo for organising the project and to Mr Palmer for spend-
ing a Sunday sawing over 400 pieces of wood! We greatly appreciate the 
donations we have received towards the cost of buying the wood, as this 
helps to ensure we can continue to provide these days in the future. Well 
done to all the children for working together to create and decorate their 
products! 

PLAYGROUND SAFETY 
Some parents have asked if we can send a reminder 
about  not congregating in the playground once chil-
dren have been collected at the end of the day. This 
makes it difficult for teachers to safeguard the children, 
as it blocks them for seeing all areas of the playground 
clearly. Thank you for your co-operation in leaving the 
school site promptly.  

The children also learned about the Sikh festival of 
Vaisakhi. In preparation, the children visited the Harley 
Grove Gudwara Temple to learn more about Sikhs and 
Vaisakhi. The children spotted the big orange flag in the 
distance, before taking off their shoes and putting on a 
hat (to show respect) before entering. The children went 
upstairs and saw the Guru waving his feather wand 
(Chaur Sahib) to keep the holy book clean and also saw 
a kirpan (special sword) and other special items around 

the altar. They learnt that Vaisakhi is the most special 
celebration for Sikhs and that a lot of Sikhs came to cele-
brate at the Gudwara at the weekend. Afterwards, they 
enjoyed a snack in the Langar. Sikhs believe that we 
should treat all people equally and that is why everyone 
is allowed free food!  
Once back at school, the children continued rehearsing 
for their first ever festival assembly. They did an amaz-
ing job, re-enacting the story of Guru Gobind Singh and 
sharing what they had found out about the festival. The 
children looked very colourful in their festival clothes and 
wowed with their rendition of ‘Celebration’.  Well done 
Reception! 


