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IMPORTANT DATES  

 

 
 
 

 

 

END OF SUMMER TERM 

School finishes 2PM Friday 20th July 2018 

Return to School Tuesday 4th September 2018 

 

AUTUMN HALF TERM 

School finishes Friday 19th October 2018 

Return to School Monday 29th October 2018 

 

END OF AUTUMN TERM 

School finishes 2PM Friday 21st December 2018 

Return to School Tuesday 8th January 2019 

 

All other important dates will be available on our school  
website www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

ANNUAL SUMMER FETE 

This year, our annual Summer fete was held on Wednesday 
18th July. The day was packed full of fun activities, which 
included the very well loved bouncy castle, basketball shot, 
face painting, mehndi, board games, food and bric-a-brac 
stalls and the debut of the schools; new candy floss                 
machine!. Everyone came together in the sunshine and had 
a wonderful day! We managed to make a profit of  £1,000 
for our school fund.  This year, the money raised will be put 
towards the creative workshops scheduled for the children 
next academic year.  

As part of the summer fete 
tradition, once again our 
judges were on call to 
come in and “taste the dif-
ference” for the Bake Off 
challenge. With lots of en-
tries to munch through, our 
judges had to once again 
pick a winner, which was a 
difficult task. After much 
deliberation the judges 

were unanimous in their decision; we would like to congrat-
ulate Amina, Uthman’s mum in 4C, and say a big thank you 
to all the other parents and staff who took part in the Chal-
lenge. The Summer fete is not possible without the contri-
bution from all staff, par-
ents and children. We 
would like to take this op-
portunity to thank every-
one who has helped us 
throughout the day, in-
cluding all the volunteers, 
parents, governors and 
children for making this 
possible. And finally, we 
would also like to say a 
Special thank you to the following local businesses who do-
nated wonderful prizes and gifts to be sold or used as part 
of our adult and children's raffles: Bromley by Bow Tesco, 
Bromley by Bow Sainsbury's, Stratford Morrisons, 
www.soccerstarz.com, Vision Teaching, The Vaults, Clarus 
Education, Rahim Brothers, City of Paris, DLR, Emirates Ca-
ble Cars, Scintillate Unisex Salon, Orchid Card and Gifts, 
Earsham Street Deli and Genisis Cinema. 

YEAR 5 PHASEL’S WOOD RESIDENTIAL TRIP 
During the scorching weather at the end of July, 34 Year 5 
children embarked on an adventure to Phasel’s Wood on the 
outskirts of Hemel Hempstead.   At night, the children slept 
in tents, deep in the heart of the woods.  However, during 
the day, the children were busy participating in a range of 
outdoor adventurous activities including, pot-holing, tobog-
ganing & the Zip-wire.  The children also learnt many bush 
craft techniques, including how to build a camp fire safely 

and, of course, how to toast marshmallows! All the children 
showed great resilience and perseverance whilst engaging 
in many new activities, which they would never get the 
chance to do in and around school.  They also demonstrat-
ed fantastic team work in encouraging and taking care of 
each other throughout the week.  Thank you to all the 
adults who gave up their time to make the trip such a suc-
cess. Well done to all our intrepid year 5 adventurers! 



PARENT COURSES :  
Employment Training 
Thank you to all the mums who have been attending  

training every Thursday, since 19th April, for the Em-
ployment & Training course. The course has been deliv-
ered in partnership with the Bromley by Bow Centre 
(Layla Shirer) & Old Palace Primary School. It started 
off as a 5 weeks programme, but due to the success 
and enthusiasm of the mums, we decided to extend the 
course offering 1-2-1 support with CV writing, interview 
techniques and looking at transferable skills.  We are 
really pleased to announce that 2 mums have paid em-
ployment and one mum has been accepted as a volun-
teer in a charity shop. Due to the success of this 
course, we will continue to run the course in Septem-
ber. If you are interested, please sign up with Shelly. 
 
Ready Steady Talk 
The 3 weeks parents’ communication programme was 
delivered by Bianca from the Parental Engagement 
Team to KS2 families. The course covered: 

 Why communication is still important as your 
child gets older. 

 What may be bothering your child and how you 
can help. 

 Why listening is just as important as talking. 

 How to have tricky conversations with your child 
Parents found this course to be very informative and 
recommend for next year so other parents in KS2 to 
share ideas and strategies. 
 
Time2Engage 
The families who are part of the ‘Time to Engage’ pro-
ject have been attending workshops after school for 1 
hour, every other week, since November 2017. The 
workshops were designed to support their children with 
Maths, English & Science. Families have had the oppor-
tunity to be taught by teachers from Reception and 
Year 1, alongside Mrs. Rahman.  Families have found 
the workshops to be extremely interactive and they 
have all enjoyed learning together. To celebrate the 
end of the project, Shelly & Mrs. Rahman took the fami-
lies out to the Owl Play Centre on Saturday 14th July. 
Everyone absolutely loved the experience, which was 
followed by a picnic at the lake in Fairlop Waters.   A 
big thank you to all the parents who attended to make 
the celebration so memorable. 

 

BROMLY BY BOW UNITY FESTIVAL 
On Monday 9th July, families from Old Palace school gave a 
helping hand to create and design a banner for the annual 
Unity Festival. The Unity festival is an annual gathering to 
celebrate diversity, culture and the diferent clothing from all 
around world. The celebrations will be held at   
Bromley by Bow Centre on Thurs 26th July, 2–8pm 
For more information please contact the centre or come and 
speak to our parents support workers. 

TRANSITION MEETINGS 
On Thursday 5th July, Foundation Stage parents were invited 
to come and find out what changes will take place once their 
child moves to Year 1 in September. Ms. Arnell led the transi-
tion meeting.  Parents found out about the structure of the 

day, homework, PE etc etc. Parents had the opportunity to 
ask questions. Thank you to all the parents who attended.  

Parents of children in year 5 were invited to come in on Mon-
day 16th July. The aim of the workshop was to get Year 5 
parents thinking about secondary schools over the six weeks 
holiday, as in early September parents will need to start de-
ciding which secondary school they wish their child to go to. 
Parents watched a short video followed by an activity, which 
involved looking at different aspects of secondary school and 
which school is good for your child. If you have missed the 
workshop, don't worry, we will be running a second transi-
tion meeting in September, once the application process be-
gins. The date will be confirmed in September. 

COFFEE MORNING: PARENTS PICNIC IN THE PARK 

20 parents enjoyed an off-site Coffee Morning at Thames 
Barrier Park in Docklands on Wednesday 11th July, funded 
by DLR. The parents shared delicious, homemade  food with 
each other. Parents have formed friendships and feel they 
have been part of a supportive & caring school community.  
Parents wanted to thank the school for creating ‘social’ op-
portunities for families to enjoy their time together at Old 
Palace. 



STAR CITIZENS - SUMMER B 

We would like to congratulate the follow-
ing pupils for achieving the Star Citizen 
award this term.  

Well done and keep up the good work! 

 

Reception:  RM Zain  & RB Tabiba  

Year 1: 1S Ahmed & 1L Sumayyah  
Year 2: 2D Khattab &  2M Mem  
Year 3: 3D Muna & 3H Yousuf  
Year 4: 4C Fowzia & 4H Aasiya 
Year 5: 5H Amana & 5L Sadiah  
Year 6: 6B Aydin & 6G Maryam  

INTENSIVE SWIMMING LESSONS 

We have all been enjoying the hot weather recently and 
trying to find ways to keep cool.  However, there have 

been many reports in the news of children and adults 
drowning, whilst trying to cool down in lakes, rivers and 
the sea.  This has highlighted the vital importance of being 
able to swim as well as being confident in water.   

A group of twenty, Year 4 children who are unable to swim 
10m have been participating in intensive swimming ses-
sions every morning for two weeks.  The children have 
worked very hard, gained confidence and are now able to 
swim at least 10m.  However, it is very important that all 
children are still practicing and building water confidence 
by visiting the swimming pool regularly.  Many of the pools 
in Tower Hamlets are free for children to use on Fridays 
and Saturdays.  Please check with the pool beforehand 
and enjoy a refreshing swim! 

END OF YEAR RESULTS 
We had strong cohorts in both Year 2 and Year 6 this year 
and so are pleased to confirm that our results have contin-
ued to rise. The results for KS1 (Year 2) are as follows:  

As you can see, the percentage of pupils achieving Ex-
pected and Greater Depth has increased from 2017. We do 
not yet have the national averages for this year, but the 
school’s results are well above the national averages for 
2017. 
 
Below are the results for KS2 (Year 6): 

Again, results have gone up in all areas and are well above 
the 2017 national averages, especially at Combined 
(children achieving the same standard in Reading, Writing 
& Maths). 
We would like to congratulate the year 2 & 6 children on 
their very impressive SATs achievements this year. A spe-
cial thank you also needs to be said to Miss Millward & 
Miss McClelland for doing a fantastic job in leading these 
year groups and of course to the teachers and support 
staff who work in year 2 & 6. The children would not have 
made such brilliant progress had the teaching not been 
strong in all year groups, so I hope you will join me in 
thanking the entire staff at Old Palace for their continued 
excellent work. 

KS1 Expected % Greater Depth % 

Subject 2017 2018 
National 

17 
2017 2018 

National 
17 

Reading 73 86 76 32 38 25 

Writing 85 86 68 31 38 16 

Maths 78 88 75 34 38 21 

KS2 Expected %  High Score % 

Subject 2017 2018 
National 

17 
2017 2018 

Na-
tional 

Reading 87 93 72 28 40 25 

Writing 80 93 76 35 42 18 

Grammar 
& Spelling 

87 97 77 37 55 31 

Maths 87 95 75 38 48 23 

Combined 78 93 61 15 22 9 

YEAR 6 LEAVERS : CLASS OF 2018 

To end their time at Old Palace, Year 6 visited Adven-
ture Island at Southend. The children enjoyed a day 
full of fun and lots of sun! It was definitely a trip to 
remember and the children had a great time making 
the most of the rides and the great weather!  As ex-
pected, our children displayed exceptional behaviour.  

After studying Shakespeare and his work for the past 
few weeks, Year 6 have undertaken two of his plays 
for their end of year performance. 6B tackled the 
bloodthirsty tale of ambition that is MacBeth, and 6G 
took on his comedy of mistaken identity, Twelfth 
Night. The children performed modernised versions of 
the tales (while still keeping some of the Bard’s most 
famous language intact) and after rehearsing hard for 
the last week put on a fantastic performance. With 
great acting, singing and an emotional goodbye mon-
tage at the end which brought a tear to the eye.  



LONDON PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE 
Well done to Tasnia, Aryan and Tawhid in Year 5 who 
competed in the final round of the primary Maths chal-
lenge on July 6th at City Hall. All three children have 
been working very hard this year, practicing their men-
tal maths strategies and problem solving skills. As this 
was the final round of the competition, it was particular-
ly tricky. There were new challenges in the 24 game, 
even harder tangram puzzles to solve and an especially 
difficult code breaking round. Although they did not win,  
the children should feel extremely proud of the fact that 
they made it as far as the final round. Miss McCleland 
also deserves our thanks for doing such a great job tu-
toring them. She will be looking for children in year 4 or 
5 to represent us next year, so children remember to 
practice your times tables and mental addition and sub-
traction during the summer holiday!   

In week 4, the whole school took part in our final Creative Week of the 
year, which focussed on creating 3D pieces, using clay and Modroc.                
In Reception, the children used clay to make different 3D shapes and 
tried out different tools and effects. Year 1 extended their use of clay to 
create star-fish and sea shells, linked to their Seaside unit. The children 
used their hands and different tools to add effects and then finally paint-
ed their creations. In Year 2, the children created group castles, using 
Modroc, in the style of the Tudor castles that they have been studying. 
The children worked together to make cardboard structures, added Mo-
droc to strengthen and join the parts together and then painted their 
designs in the style of Tudor castles 
As Year 3 have been learning about different European holiday destina-
tions in their Sun, Sea and Ski unit, they took inspiration from the differ-
ent holiday activities, such as swimming and skiing. They made wire fig-
ures to show these and then covered their figures in Modroc, before  
painted them to represent a holiday setting. In Year 4, the children have 
been learning all about Rivers this half term. They have made fish out of 
clay, using a variety of different tools to create effects and two different 
joining techniques to add detail and join the body parts together. The 
children in Year 5 have been learning about Brazil and so they worked 
on making masks in the style of those wore at the famous Rio carnival. 
The children researched the colours and patterns used and planned and 
made their own mask. They began by making a structure out of wire 
and wire mesh, then added Modroc to this structure to strengthen it and 
hold it all together. Finally, they painted the mask in bright, exciting col-
ours and added feathers for that special touch. In Year 6, the children 
made clay plant pots which were sold at the Summer Fete. They ex-
plored different effects that can be created with hand, tools and found 
objects. The children added decorative features using a variety of joining 
techniques before painting their pots.  
The children created some fabulous work over the course of the week, 
as they let their creativity run wild. They also developed their practical 
skills, allowing them to successfully create the designs they had imag-
ined. Well done everyone! 

YEAR 5 FINANCIAL LITERACY & CAREERS FAIR 
This half term, Year 5 were lucky enough to have 11 vol-
unteers visit them in school to share their fantastic ca-
reers. We had a wide range of jobs from a fashion de-
signer, to a DLR driver and even a set designer for the 
new Harry Potter film. The children were able to spend 
time with the adults and ask them many questions. This 
was an excellent opportunity for the children to be ex-
posed to a variety of professions and to help them to 
think about what they want to do when they grow up. 
Year 5 would like to say a big thank you to all of the par-
ents and volunteers that gave up time to share their ex-
periences with the children. Following our Careers fair, as 
part of the ABACUS project, the children then visited 
Lloyds of London, where they got to see lots of the vol-
unteers they had been working with throughout the fi-
nancial literacy project. The children were given a guided 

tour of the famous 
building, treated to a 
free lunch and also got 
an opportunity to de-
vise a quiz for 
each other. The trip 
was a huge success 
and the children were 
able to share all that 
they had learned with 
the volunteers and 
parent helpers that 
came with them. Well 
done year 5! 



100% Attendance Award 

(5th September to 13th July 2018) 
Congratulations to the following children for achiev-
ing 100% attendance for Academic Year 2017- 
2018. Keep up the good work and as a thank you 
from the school, you will be rewarded with a £5 gift 
token to spend on our next book fair. Year 6 pupil 
will receive a WH Smith voucher. 

 

Reception Hamza, Saadat & Afsana. 

Year One Ruslan & Anas. 

Year Two Amaturahman, Umama, Habibah &   

                       Nathan. 

Year Three Ayo, Ihsanm Hafsa, Yusuf, Athik, 
  Wassim, Liyana, Fayeezah & Wafi. 

Year Four Gbolahan, Abu, Maniha, Taaiba & 
  Jamie. 

Year Five Amana, Amaanul, Ariyan, Safin & 
  Al Hadi. 

Year Six Arifa, Mouhsin, Isha, Faseeha &  
  Tawsif. 

 

OPSCARS 2018 

It was another star studded occasion in the Top Hall 
when the annual OPscars were handed out. There 
were tears, there were tantrums and there was Miss 
Begum (Yr 6) wearing a horse outfit. Here are your 
winners:  
Best Actress: Fowzia 4C 
Best Actor: Zaid 6G  
Most Loud and Clear cast: 1L  
Best Song: 2D for Never Give Up  
Best performance in a Language other than 
English:  RM for the Starling Song (in French)  
Best Non Vocal Performance: Souza in 3H  
Best Play:  5L ’s Viking and Anglo Saxon Assembly 
Congratulations to all of the winners and join us next 
year for more fun with less balloons (which caused 
far too much excitement!) Well done to the winners!  



YEAR 4 CRUISE THE THAMES 

Year 4 children went on a river boat cruise in order to find 
more about the River Thames and its landmarks. They ex-
citedly listened to the guide’s explanations and found out 
that River Thames is one of the clearest rivers in England. 
Various landmarks caught the children’s attention: South-
bank Centre, London Eye, Big Ben, Houses of Parliament, to 
name a few. They also travelled under Westminster Bridge, 
Tower Bridge, London Bridge and Blackfriars Bridge. The 
journey helped to bring to life what the children had 
learned about rivers, as well as being a great day out!. 

YEAR 1 VISIT LEIGH-ON-SEA 

This half term, children in Year 1 have been busy learn-
ing all about the seaside. To consolidate this they visit-
ed Leigh On Sea. The day was full of sun, sand and 
paddling. The children had fun making sandcastles and 
competing against each other to see who could build 
the biggest castle. They also went shell and seaweed 
hunting. One child was lucky enough to spot a tiny 
crab. After all the fun and laughter, the children ended 
the day with a cold yummy ice cream, before heading 
back to school. 

HEALTHY LIVING WEEK 2018 

Last Week, the children and staff took part in a week of 
activities that taught them about making healthy choices. 
This was arranged in response to the parent Council’s 
request that more guidance be provided on what healthy 
kinds of healthy snack are suitable for playtimes.  The 
activities ranged from tasting rice cakes, bagels, hummus 
& coleslaw to actually making bagels from scratch!  All of 
these tasty snacks can be brought in to school as a snack 
for your child at playtime.  Please remember the portion 
size, as it should be a snack and not a full meal. It is also 
important that children remember to bring their water 
bottle every day to help keep them hydrated! 

The children also participated in a number of sporting 
activities.  The highlight of these were the sports morn-
ings held at Three Mills Park and Bob’s Park.  The chil-
dren (and parents) had great fun during all of the run-
ning, jumping and throwing events, where they scored 
points for their respective teams.  After all the points 
were added together the blue team emerged victorious!  
Congratulations to all the children who showed great 
sportsmanship, resilience and perseverance throughout 
the week.  Congratulations to all our sporting families 
who also took part in the egg and spoon races and agility 
runs! You were amazing!!! 
 
All Miss Blackburn's hard work leading Wellbeing was 
again recognised  at the Healthy Schools London Awards, 
with the school receiving both Gold and Silver 
Awards.  This is an amazing achievement and a fitting 
testament to Miss Blackburn's success at the school, be-
fore she takes up a new post as an Assistant Headteach-
er in Islington.  Tawsif and Sumiya accompanied Forida 
to collect the awards at Mulberry Place, where mayor 
John Briggs congratulated all the winning schools. 

YEAR 4 WETLANDS TRIP 
In year 4, the children visited the Woodberry Wetlands 
in order to deepen their learning about river habitats. 
As part of their visit, the children used binoculars and 
sweep nets to identify and classify wildlife that they 
spotted. They also had the opportunity to explore crea-
tures that are found in pond water, which they identi-
fied using a classification key. The interactive workshop 
also gave the children the opportunity to discuss and 
demonstrate their knowledge on the water cycle and 
different types of insects, animals and birds.  


