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OLD PALACE CHOIR PERFORM AT THE O2 
After months of hard work, practice and amazing en-
thusiasm from the children, on Monday 5th February, 
the Old Palace school choir were ready for their big 
night at the 02 for the Young Voices concert. The 
arena was packed to the brim with amazing choirs, 
schools and enthusiastic parents. Our Old Palace 
school choir were at the heart of it all; performing 
with celebrities, world renowned dancers and famous 
musicians, the children sang their hearts out on a 
night to truly remember.  They sang a number of 
songs such as Anytime You Need a Friend and He-
roes, by Mariah Carey and a lot of songs from Car-
toon Classics such as Simpsons, Danger Mouse, Bat-
man and Spiderman. 
The concert was a huge success and the children 
showed patience throughout a 3 hour rehearsal. They 
remained professional, making Mr. Heighington, their 
school and their parents incredibly proud. A big thank 
you to Mr Heighington and all the other adults who 
stayed with the children until almost 10pm to allow 
the trip to take place.  

IMPORTANT DATES  

 

 

 
 
 
 

SPRING HALF TERM  

School finishes Friday 9th February 2018 

Return Monday 19th February 2018 

 

END OF SPRING TERM 

School finishes 2PM Thursday 29th March 2018 

Return Tuesday 17th April 2018 

 

SUMMER HALF TERM  

School finishes Friday 25th May 2018 

Return Monday 4th June 2018 

 

END OF SUMMER TERM 

School finishes 2PM Friday 20th July 2018 

Return to School Tuesday 4th September 2018 

 

All other important dates will be available on our school 
website www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

E-SAFETY 2018 
Old Palace Primary School is a registered supporter of Safer 
Internet Day 2018. In support of this important event, 
we invited a CEOP ambassador from Tower Hamlets to join 
us by delivering e-Safety assemblies to children and a par-
ent workshop. Throughout the week, parents were invited 
to join us in understanding the new theme this year which 
was to create, connect and share respect. They were 
then given the opportunity to join their children in their 
classrooms for e-Safety activities.  

The children took part in a range of activities this week to 
help them understand what it means to connect safely and 
respectfully online. With online gaming, chat rooms and vid-
eos being shared widely online, the children learnt what to 
do when something concerned them and where to go for 
help.  
Parents were encouraged to regularly check devices that 
their children have access to at home. Parental locks and 
control were a key part of the workshop to ensure that chil-
dren were only connecting with family and friends that they 
knew of. All internet providers have parental lock support 
pages and some encourage parents bringing in devices to 
be set up as a cloud. Allowing access to online chat rooms 
was discouraged, especially for younger children, as quite 
often there are many risks. The important message was to 
being by having open positive conversations with their chil-
dren about what they are doing online and what they enjoy 
using their device for. Last workshop is being held to-
morrow, Friday 9th February 2018 for parents of 
year 6. We look forward to seeing you all at the 
workshop. Top e-safety tips 

When using the computer or accessing the internet, we 
need to follow the SMART rules and the top tips. 
Everyone needs to be mindful when posting on social me-
dia. Once a post is made this can easily be shared. It is the 
responsibility of the account holder to ensure that the ap-
propriate privacy/ security settings are in place.   



EDUCATIONAL SCHOOL TRIPS 
Following Parent Council meet-
ings in the autumn term, we 
held another Trip Volunteering 
workshop delivered by Mrs. 
Rahman & Shelly on Wednes-
day 17th January 2.30-3.30pm 
for working parents. Thank 
you to all the parents who at-
tended. For health and safety 

reasons, parents who have not attended one of the 5 
seminars with Mrs. Rahman will not be able to act as a 
volunteer on  educational trips this academic year.  
 

TRIP VOLUNTEERS 
Thank you to all our parents 
who have continued to sup-
port us on school trips. We 
would like to say a special 
thanks to those parents who 
have not only volunteered for 
their child’s class, but other 
classes when we haven’t had 
enough parents to help us or 
when parents have cancelled 

at the last minute. Without your continued support we 
would need to cancel the trips which would result in the 
children missing out. 

BOW SCHOOL RESEARCH PROJECT 

On Wednesday 24th January, the Head of Y7 from Bow 
School, Ms Emily Bennett and her colleague, Mr Chris 
Bloor attended our coffee morning to speak to parents 
to find out about their opinion, experience and 
knowledge of Bow School and suggestions for the fu-
ture. The session was well attending and the feedback 
given to us was very positive.  Thank you to all the par-
ents who attended.  

BUG CLUB ONLINE READING  PLATFORM 
On Friday 19th January, Miss 
Begum held a workshop for 
parents in Foundation Stage. 
Parents were shown how to 
login and use Bug Club which 
is an online platform to help 
support every child in develop-
ing their reading. Each child 

has their own reading account which they access with a 
username and password. If you did not attend and do 
not have the username and password please speak to 
the class teacher, Forida or Shelly.  

BADMINTON CLUB FOR OUR MUMS 
Due to requests from some parents, we would like to 
start Badminton Clubs for mums next half term. In order 
to set this up, we need to know if parents will attend on 
a weekly basis. We need a minimum of 8 parents. If you 
are interested please sign up with Forida by Tuesday 20th 
February.  

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING ADVICE 

On Wednesday 17th January, two representatives from the 
Bromley by Bow Centre (BBBc) came in to speak to par-
ents about their employment project.  

Due to the success of the presentation, we have arranged 
for a qualified Careers Service advisor to come in and talk 
to parents:  

Wed 28th February, 9-10am, Community Room 
Wed 28th March, 9-10am, Community Room 
Wed 25th April, 9-10am, Community Room 

Text message will be sent out nearer to the time to re-
mind parents. Dates are also published on the school web-
site. 

NEW YEAR NEW YOU: HEALTH WORKSHOP 
On Wednesday 10th January, the 
Healthy Lives Advisor from Tower 
Hamlets Council came in to speak to 
parents about healthy living. During 
the coffee morning, she talked about 
snacks, oversized meals, sugary drinks 
and the effects of child/adult obesity 
levels in Tower Hamlets. Parents 
found the session to be extremely 
informative, offering practical idea 
that would help at home. 

WORLD BOOK WEEK 
Old Palace Primary School will be celebrating World 
Book Day on Thursday 1st March. Each year group will 
be reading the books listed below.  

  
 
 
Rec & Year 1: Winnie the Witch 
Year 2: Funny Bones 
Year 3: Goose Bumps 
Year 4: Scream Street 
Year 5: Lemony Snicket 
Year 6: Michael Dahl- Ghost stories 
 
 
 

The theme this year is “Spooky books”.  The children 
will have the exciting opportunity to explore a range of 
spooky books and discover how the author uses sus-
pense and tension.  Please do come along to all these 
events. Your support will mean a lot to your children 
and to our school. The Friday dress-up day is always a 
great success—this year’s theme is spooky book charac-
ters. 
On another note the library has recently been changed 
around and as a result we are replacing some of the old 
books with new books by popular authors. The last two 
Wednesdays we held a book sale where the parents 
were able to come and buy the books for a heavily re-
duced price. We have raised a total of £27 which will be 
put towards purchasing new resources. 

 
Wed 28th 
February 

Book Fair: 3:30-4:15pm Lower 
Hall 
(Children will receive £1 book vouchers 
from their class teacher).  
Book Cafe in the community room 
(time tbc). I f you attend, there 
will be early entry to the Book fair. 

 

Thur 1st 
March 

Parent workshop 9:15 – 10:15am  
Parents can come along to make 
masks and props for their child for the 
dress up day.  

 

Thur 1st 
March 

The children will be reading their sto-
ries and taking part in a variety of 
tasks, including role plays, book mak-
ing and art activities.  
Reception and KS1- Reading pic-
nic with parents. Time to be con-
firmed closer to the time. 

 

Fri 2nd 
March 

  

Dress up in Spooky Costume 
Book day assembly will be at 10:10. 
Parents are welcome to come and cel-
ebrate with us.  



FS DISCOVER STORY TIME 
On Thursday 1st of February 
Reception went on a trip to 
visit the Discover Story Cen-
tre in Stratford. When we 
arrived we were greeted by 
a lady who took us upstairs 
to the Story World room 
where we got to use our 
imagination. We met a fan-
tastic creature called 

‘Hooter’ and played in his observatory. With the help of 
Hooter, we then created our own class story which we 
got to take back to school. The day helped us to get lots 
of ideas for our story writing as well as being a great 
deal of fun. 

Y6 BLIZARD INSTITUTE 
The year 6 children had a 
fantastic time visiting the 
Blizard Institute in White-
chapel. They were able to 
take part in a fun interactive 
workshop which allowed 
them to understand the 
more complex aspects of the 

function of the heart. They learnt about  blood pressure, 
what it means and how it increases. They looked at the 
elements of our diets which could lead to a blockage in 
our major and minor arteries. They ended the workshop 
by looking at the importance of exercise.  

PANTOMIME PERFORMANCE 
On Wednesday 24th Janu-
ary 90 children from Year 4 
and 5 went to the Peacock 
Theatre in London's West 
End to watch an amazing 
performance of 'The Wizard 
of Oz'. The children thor-
oughly enjoyed the panto-
mime and got the chance 
to sing along with the ac-
tors on stage. In addition 
they were able to watch a stage production full of special 
effects, interesting set designs and talented actors which 
may help inspire their class performance assemblies. We 
would like to take this opportunity to thank Price Water-
house Coopers for donating all the tickets and paying for 
the coaches. Also a big thank you to Michele and Jackie 
for making all the packed lunches, to the teachers and 
TAs who supervised the children before and during the 
pantomime and to Mr Palmer for waiting at school until 
10.30pm to make sure the children arrived back safely 
and the parents were kept updated. 

Y5 GREAT BRITAIN 

Year 5 visited the Museum 
of London this half term as 
part of their topic on An-
glo-Saxons and Vikings. 
The children saw two exhi-
bitions about Anglo-Saxon 
and Viking Britain, and as 
a comparison, an exhibi-
tion on Roman Britain. 
This was so the children 
could find similarities and 

differences between the different settlers and invaders in 
Britain of the past. The children thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and activities on the day, and were able to 
bring back lots of new knowledge to help in their after-
noon topic lessons. Well done year 5! 

Y4 LEARNING ABOUT ANCIENT GREEKS 
To support their learning about the Ancient Greeks, Year 
4 visited the Sir John Soane's Museum in Holborn. The 
museum was once a 
home to the great archi-
tect who lived and worked 
in London some centuries 
ago. The visit consisted of 
a guided tour where the 
children were able to ex-
plore the artefacts and 
paintings which Sir 
John Soane had collected 
throughout the years from 
different parts of the world, all of which influenced his 
studies and designs. His collection included the sarcopha-
gus of a pharaoh, statues of Greek gods and goddesses 
and an impressive collection of books. The children also 
attended a workshop where they looked further into An-
cient Greek gods and goddesses, as well as the temples 
that were made for them. Overall, the children enjoyed a 
day exploring the past and how it has influenced the pre-
sent! 

Y1 EXPLORE LOCAL AREA 
In year 1, we have been learning about 
the local area. As part of our topic work, 
we took a trip to Bob's Park. The chil-
dren explored the park and identified 
plants and animals that lived in the local 
area. The children discovered a variety 
of interesting living creatures, such as 
worms, slugs and pigeons. The children 
had to record their findings on their 
worksheet. We had lots of 

fun investigating the different types of living things found 
in our local park. We were also lucky to be welcomed by 
the Bromley By Bow Centre who allowed us to take a 
look at the plants and vegetables in the allotments. We 
recorded our observations on clipboards which then 
helped us carry on learning about the local areas back in 
our classrooms. 

Y3 VISIT HORNIMAN 
As part of our topic on 
Stonehenge and Prehis-
toric Britain, Year 3 vis-
ited the Horniman Mu-
seum to find out more 
about this period of 
time.  It was fascinating 
to put the different 
events on a time line, 
such as the Ice Age, 
Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age and we also dis-
cussed the similarities and differences between each 
period.  We met some interesting curators, who showed 
us real artefacts, such as weapons, coins and precious 
stones.  As archaeologists, we had to wear gloves when 
handling these rare objects to ensure that they re-
mained in pristine condition.   It is difficult to imagine 
how hard life must have been in the Stone Age, living in 
huts, foraging for berries and hunting wild animals!  

STAR CITIZENS - SPRING A 

We would like to congratulate the following pu-
pils for achieving the star citizen award this term. 
Well Done and keep up the good work. 

Reception Manha RM & Rihan RB 
Year One Yaqub 1S & Maliha 1L 
Year Two Elizah 2D & Sifat 2M 
Year Three Farhan 3D & Rumaysa 3H 
Year Four Maniha 4C & Akifah 4H  
Year Five Ameera 5H & Al Hadi 5L 
Year Six Rumaisha 6B & Mouhsin 6G  



 

HOUSES OF PARLIMENT 
On Wednesday 7th 
February, the 
school councillors 
had the opportuni-
ty to visit the his-
torical Houses of 
Parliament in West-
minster. They went 
for a tour around 
the building to find 
out about the his-
tory of parliament 

and also what happens there now.   A live debate was 
happening in the House of Commons which the council-
lors got to observe.  This year, the councillors participated 
in a workshop.  They had to take part in their own gen-
eral election, experiencing what it would be like to be a 
candidate of a constituency. The group got divided into 
political parties and created their own manifestos.  These 
were then presented to the other political parties.  Each 
councillor voted for a candidate 
(not themselves).  Mr Palmer 
monitored the ballot box and 
counted the votes to see who 
had become the MP for that con-
stituency.  The political party that 
won were the ’Determiners’ and 
they chose Taaiba to be the 
Prime Minister.  It was a great 
way to understand the voting 
and election process.  At the end 
of the workshop, the school 
council got to meet the local MP 
of Poplar and Lime House, Jim 
Fitzpatrick, who answered lots of 
questions about  his role.   

 

The children have all taken part in another exciting Creative Week at Old Pal-
ace this half term. The focus of creative week has been drawing. The chil-
dren began by evaluating artwork by famous artists and put their knowledge 
and skills into practice. The children then explored different drawing material 
and experimented with the effects that they create using different shades. 
Next, the children used their knowledge of the different mediums to plan a 
final piece linked to their topic and created their drawing. Finally, the children 
evaluated their own work, reflecting on the skills that they have used. The 
results have been fantastic across the school! 

COMMUNITY COHESION 
This year School Council have joined a Tower Hamlets 
project - ‘Community Cohesion.’  They have been 

set the challenge 
to find out ways 
we can bring the 
community to-
gether or tackle a 
specific issue in 
the local area.  
Two of our school 
councillors, 
Sumayyah and 
Samith, attended 
a workshop at the 

Professional Development Centre with Miss Millward to 
find out more about this exciting new project.  They 
met other school councillors across the borough and 
then had to feedback at the next meeting. They al-
so discussed equality in the local area and how to tackle 
issues arising.  They are currently putting together a 
questionnaire for a parent coffee morning to find out 
the views of others in the local area.   


