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BOOK WEEK 2017 

This year for World Book Day, KS2 celebrated the legacy 
of the famous children's author, Roald Dhal and children 

in KS1 were introduced to Bug Club, a new online inter-
active reading platform, which gives access to over 300 

Reading books 

In KS2, each year group focused on a different Roald 
Dahl book. Year 3 read ’The Magic Finger, Year 4: Fan-

tastic Mr Fox, Year 5: George’s Marvellous Medicine and 

Year 6: The Witches. The children took part in a range of 
activities, which they shared during our Book Week as-

sembly. We also held a writing competition where the 

children were asked to create stories using Roald Dahl 

characters. The winners will be announced on Monday. 
In Reception and KS1, the children spent the day explor-

ing Bug Club, junk modelling little bugs, making masks, 

and writing their own bug stories and comic strips.  In 
assembly Year 1 performed their own version of one of 

the stories and the Year 2 children presented a comic 
strip of Mama Papa’s Pancakes. 

Bug Club is an amazing resource and to help KS1 parents 
to use this we have already held two workshops. We will 

be holding a final workshop at 910am on Wednesday 

22nd March, when parents who are yet to do so can col-
lect log in details. 

Book Week ended with a successful book fair where pu-
pils were able to spend their book vouchers. Thank you 

to everyone who made this year’s Book Week successful 

and keep on reading! 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

 

 

END OF SPRING TERM  

(EASTER HOLIDAY) 
School finishes Friday 7th April at 2PM 

Return to school Tuesday 25th April 2017 
 

SUMMER HALF TERM 

School finishes Friday 26th May at 3.30pm 

Return to school Monday 5th June 2017 

 

MAY DAY 

School Closed Monday 1st May 

 

EID EL FITR 

Possible Eid closure Mon 26th June 

 

END OF SUMMER TERM  

School finishes Friday 21st July at 2pm 

Return to school Tuesday 5th September 2017 
 

All other important dates will be available on our 

school website www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

Earth Hour is coming… 

Around the globe, millions of peo-
ple, businesses, and landmarks 

will be switching off their lights to 
promote climate change This year 

Earth Hour is at 8:30pm on 25 

March. For more information 
please speak to our Year 6 pupils 

and then support them by helping 
make a difference for our planet. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL VISIT LONDON CITY HALL 

On Tuesday 14th March, the school council visited Lon-
don City Hall.  They learned all about the history of 

London and what important decisions are made there.   
As the children were walking 

around the building they met 

the London Mayor himself, 
Sadiq Khan!  Old Palace are 

the first school to meet him 
at the City Hall!  They did a 

fantastic job representing the 
school! Also during the tour, 

the councillors were fortunate 

enough to go out on the bal-
cony and see the view across 

London!  The  Pupil Council have decided upon War 
Children as the focus for their Go-Givers which high-

lights the impact war has on children around the world.  



RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION 

As you may have heard on the news, MPs have agreed 
to: 

 make relationships education compulsory in all pri-

mary schools  

 make relationships and sex education compulsory in 

all secondary schools 

These changes are to be introduced in September 

2019 and as yet no details have been received by the 
s c h o o l . 

We would like to reassure parents that we are not plan-
ning any changes to the way we will teach these areas 

this year. We will continue to provide a lesson on body 
changes at puberty for pupils in Year 5, as part of their 

Science topic on lifecycles in late May. Boys and girls are 

taught separately and no photographs or moving images 
are used. Parents have the right to withdraw their 

children from the session; to help them decide we 
provide workshops for Year 5 parents where we share 

what we will be taught before the session takes place.   

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 

On Wednesday 15th March during 
our Coffee Morning, advisors from 

the LBTH Employment and Skills 
Centre were invited to come in 

and talk to our parents about em-

ployment and training opportuni-
ties. The advisors spoke about 

the different services available, and how best they can 
support our parents back into work. If you need help 

with any employment based training or guidance, please 
contact Bernice Fullerton on 0207 364 4686. 

C U L T U R A L  C E L E B R A T I O N  M O R N I N G  

On Wednesday 8th March the school 
held a cultural awareness morning for 

all our parents to come together and 
share their cultural, values and stories 

from all over the world. Parents contrib-

uted food from different parts of the 
world, sang songs, danced and talked 

about their culture, and how Britain has 
helped change their lives. Thank you to 

all the parents who have joined us in celebrating Cultural 
Day. 

SPEAKING ENGLISH WITH CONFIDENCE CLUB 

On Tuesday 28th February the 
participants from SPEC club went 

to see the iconic Tower Bridge, 
Tower of London and City Hall; 

this was a new experience for 

some which gave them the op-
portunity to learn the history and 

enjoy London’s historical sights.  The aim of the trip is to 
help build confidence to travel independently. 

If your looking for a treat, why not visit Tower of London 
with your children for £1. You will need to present your 

Idea Store card at the ticket office for the discount.  If 

parents would like to join the SPEC club, please contact 
Shelly, one of our Parent Support Worker’s. 

YEAR 2 SATS WORKSHOP 

Thank you to all those who attend-
ed the Year 2 SATs workshop. Mrs 

Arnel provided information on 
what the SATs tests will in-

volve, when they will take place 

and how they will be adminis-
tered.  Within the workshop par-

ents had the opportunity to look at 
sample test papers for each area and were provided with 

an information leaflet to take home.  Parents were given 
tips and ideas on how to support children at home, in-

cluding which particular areas of learning to focus on. 

PARENT CONSULTAION : APPOINTMENTS 

We will soon be holding parent consultations to share 
the progress that pupils have made during the Spring 

term. These will take place on the following days: 
Reception: Monday 27th March 2017 

Year 6 : Thursday 30th March 2017 

Year 2 : Friday 31st March 2017 
Year 3 : Monday 3rd April 2017 

Year 1 : Tuesday 4th April 2017 
Year 4 : Wednesday 5th April 2017 

Year 5 : Thursday 6th April 2017 
Your child will be given a letter with a appointment time. 

If you are unable to attend due to work commitments, 

please inform your child’s class teacher, so that an alter-
native time/date can be arranged.  

Releasing teachers for these meetings costs a lot of 
money, but we believe this is a good investment if it 

helps parents to support learning at home. At the meet-

ings teachers will share with you ideas that can be used 
at home to support your child/ren’s individual needs. As 

more time is spent at home than at school it is important 
that parents and school work together to ensure each 

child achieves their full potential. 

USE OF MOBILE PHONES ON SCHOOL SITE 

As you are aware nowadays most mobile 
phones also have built in cameras and 

the ability to access the internet. This 
means that in the wrong hands they 

could be used inappropriately placing 

the children at risk.   
Therefore to safeguard the children we 

need to put in place steps which will 
limit any possibility of misuse. For that reason we re-

quest that mobile phones are not used on school premis-
es. Signs have been put up to remind everyone and we 

request that if you do see someone using their phone 

that you politely point out the signs to remind them. 
The only exception to this is during special events, such 

as assemblies. Parents can use their phones to take pho-
tographs of assemblies, but please remember to put 

your phone on silence and not to  film video clips. The 

same applies to trips and class parties, when parents 
can take photographs of their own child, as long as they 

get permission from the teacher.  
If you would like to find out more about how we safe-

guard the children from the dangers of new technolo-
gies, like the internet and mobile phones, a copy of the 

school’s E-Safety policy is available on the school web-

site. By working together we can help ensure that all our 
pupils remain safe. 



MEETING THE GOVERNORS  

The school involves parents in many different ways, such 
as through our weekly coffee mornings and the Parent 

Council. Another opportunity was provided on Friday 3 
March when a number of School Governors met with 

parents in the Com-

munity Room follow-
ing the wonderful 

Book Week Assembly 
. 

Following the meet-
ing, Veronica Ken-

nard, Chair of Gover-

nors, said it was 
lovely to meet with 

the parents, who were very interested to learn about the 
Governors role and what is discussed at the termly Gov-

erning Board meetings.  The Governors were happy to 

hear the views of parents who asked questions about the 
background of Governors and how the school functions.  

STAR CITIZENS - SPRING 2017 

We would like to congratulate the following 
pupils for achieving the star citizen award 

for last half term. Well Done and keep up 
the good work. 

Reception Ayana RD & Hawa RM 

Year One Lamees 1B & Yasmeen 1L 

Year Two Abdullah 2K & Maidah 2M 

Year Three Abid 3B & Subhan 3G 

Year Four Medina 4C & Ishaaq 4H 

Year Five Hamid 5K & Samith 5L 

Year Six Ibrahim M 6B & Zara R 6M 

Y2 LIFE IN AFRICA 

In Year 2 we have 
been learning about 

life in Africa and as 
part of our learning 

the children were 

able to visit the 
Horniman’s Museum. 

In the workshop they 
learnt about the cul-

ture and life in a few 
different African countries. They heard a story about how 

traditional Ghanian patterned cloth came to be and were 

able to dress up using some of these cloths. They learnt 
about a number of traditional instruments, such as the 

Nigerian Dundun drum, and the Mbria ( a type of thumb 
piano made out of old spoons) which originally came 

from Zimbabwe. After our workshop the children were 

able to explore the gardens and animal walk surrounding 
the Horniman museum. They even saw a Pygmy goat 

which traditionally live in the West African Grasslands. 
Overall it was a very exciting and educational day!   

Y4 CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP 

As part of the Heartstone Odyssey Project, some children 
in Year 4 took part in a Creative writing workshop, at the 

Museum of Docklands. The session was led by a poet who 
challenged them to brainstorm ideas, role play and work 

in groups in order to 

write poems along the 
themes of diversity, tol-

erance and acceptance.  
Furthermore, children 

will have the opportunity 
to perform their poems 

in front of their parents, 

as part of the East End 
Festival which is taking 

place at the museum on Saturday, 18th  and Sunday, 19th . 
The festival is all about how the different cultures and 

communities of the East End have shaped the London we 

live in today, exploring the art, food and culture of the 
area. 

MATHS COMPETITION 

On Monday 16th January 
2017, six pupils, who 

have been selected to 
represent Old Palace 

Primary School at the 

Maths League, went to 
Marner Primary School 

to take part in the first 
rounds of the competi-

tion.  The Maths 
League, which is for a group of able pupils in Years 5 and 

6, encourages pupils to work together as a team to com-

plete a series of complex Maths problems, whilst compet-
ing against other local schools.  Children thoroughly en-

joyed solving problems and did a fantastic job communi-
cating their ideas with each, ensuring to give good rea-

soning for their solutions, before putting forward their 

final answers. They are now preparing for an exciting sec-
ond round, which will take place at Stebon Primary School 

next week! 

Y6 SCIENCE MUSEUM TRIP 

In Year the children are 
learning about Electrici-

ty & Light. To support 
their learning the chil-

dren recently visited 

the Science Museum 
where they used the  

information globe to 
find out more about the 

effects of global warm-
ing and climate change 

on The Earth. The visu-

al representations were amazing! In the energy section 
of the museum, they were able to take part in the many 

interactive games which helped them understand the 
different ways in which electricity is generated and used.  



YEAR 5 P4C WORKSHOP AT BOW SCHOOL 

On Friday 10th March 
5L visited Bow School 

to take part in a joint 
Philosophy for Chil-

dren (P4C) enquiry 

with a class of year 8 
pupils. The pupils 

worked in 
mixed groups to complete two separate enquiries about 

fairness, generosity and kindness. The children watched 
a stimulus video and then had a discussion about the 

issues raised in the video. This was a great opportunity 

to engage with children who may have had a slightly 
different viewpoint. 

Also this half term, as part of their Science topic on ma-
terials, the children visit-

ed the Soanes Centre in 

Mile End. They explored 
different objects and the 

elements they are made 
out of.  After much dis-

cussion about the reason 
why certain objects are 

made of certain materi-

als, they looked at re-
versible and irreversible materials. They also looked at 

burning and how wood can be burned to make charcoal. 
Thier favourite experiment involved inflating a balloon 

by mixing bicarbonate of soda with vinegar! 

TIME TO ENGAGE : FOUNDATION STAGE 

On Saturday 4th March, the 
‘Time to Engage’ families cele-

brated the upcoming national 
Science Week. The day started 

with the families experiencing 

close encounters with wild exotic 
animals! The children and their 

parents took part in a workshop 
at Marner Primary, where they had the opportunity to 

learn about the different animals, including, a tortoise, a 
skunk and a 5ft Python! They came close up to the ani-

mals and were able to handle them.  One child ex-

pressed “this is amazing!” (Hamza RD).  The session 
also allowed one parent to overcome her fear of spiders  

by handling a large hairy Tarantula!!  
The day continued with the families then heading to one 

of the leading science research centres, the Natural His-

tory Museum. Everyone became scientist and set off to 
investigate a range of different topics, including what is 

the largest colony of insects? What is the largest mam-
mal? How did the dinosaurs become extinct?  The day 

ended with a 
stop at the 

Muesuem’s gift 

shop where eve-
r y o n e  t o o k 

something away 
to help them 

remember what 

was a very  en-
joyable day.  

THE BIG BANG SCIENCE FAIR 

A group of Year 5 and 6 children recently attended the 
annual Big Bang Science Fair at the Birmingham NEC, 

giving them the perfect opportunity to try out a range of 
interesting experiments.  Using their technical skills and 

scientific knowledge, they designed and built cars that 

would travel as fast as possible along a track. All timings 
throughout the two days were recorded and a group of 

our Year 6 girls beat the record with the fastest car, us-
ing the aerodynamic design that they had created. The 

children also built parachutes to float slowly and softly 
from a height, and rockets that would shoot as high as 

possible into the air. One of 

our rockets zoomed so high, 
it almost hit the roof! When 

asked to explain how she 
had chosen the design of her 

rocket, Tahiya in Year 5 ex-

plained that the hollow tubes 

she attached to the base of 
her rocket would let more air 

in, thus propelling it higher.   

Later in the day, the children 
also tried out an online quiz 

to find out what type of sci-
entific careers might be 

available or of interest to them in the future.  Several 

members of the public, as well as staff at the fair compli-
mented our pupils on their polite behaviour throughout 

the day. It was a great success and well done for making 
us so proud. 

Y3 LEARNING ABOUT RECYCLING 

Year 3 have been learning all about the effects of litter-
ing, recycling, reusing and reducing waste. The children 

were able to visit the Reuse and Recycle Centre 
in Southwark to investigate how waste and materials are 

sorted and organised for recycling. They took part in 

some fun activities, where they helped sort materials 
ourselves, as well as taking part in a tour to explore the 

sorting factory. Remember, reuse, reduce and recycle! 


