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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

 

END OF SUMMER TERM  

School finishes Friday 21st July at 2pm 

 

RETURN TO SCHOOL  

ACADEMIC YEAR 2017-18 

Tuesday 5th September 2017 

 

AUTUMN HALF TERM  

School finishes Friday 20th October 2017 

Return Monday 30th October 2017 

 

END OF AUTUM TERM 

School finishes Tuesday 19th December 2017 

Return Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

All other important dates will be available on our school 

website www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

YEAR 5 ATTEND THE WORLD PARA ATHLETICS 

Year 5 enjoyed a 
fantastic day at the 

World Para Athletics 
championships being 

held at the Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic 
Park.  They were 

able to see a host of 
gold medal winning 

performances, as 
well as the breaking 

of three world records! The children also had the op-

portunity to participate in a number of events including 
running races, throwing events and even got to test 

out what it is like to race in a wheelchair.  As we were 
leaving the park, the children met the para athletic leg-

end David Weir MBE (winner of 6 Paralympic gold med-

als, 6 world titles and 7 London Marathons) and got to 
pose for a photo.   The children were congratulated by 

the stewards on 
their behaviour, 

with one saying 
that our children 

“should win a prize 

for being the happi-
est and most en-

thusiastic specta-
tors as they had 

permanent smiles 

on their faces”. 
Well done, Year 5! 

 

SUMMER FETE 2017 

This year our annual Summer 
fete was held on Wednesday 

19th July. The day was packed 
full of fun activities, including the 

bouncy castle, penalty shoot-out, 

face painting & board games. 
There were also lots of bargains 

to be had at the toy and brick-a-brack stalls and delicious 
food on sale prepared by both pupils and parents. In addi-

tion, the Student Council ran a Pot Luck stall and the Year 
5 Dragon Den winners got to make their Flip-the Bottle 

game a reality. Everyone came together and had a won-

derful day! We managed to raise over a £1,000 of profit 

for our school fund account.  This year the profit raised 

will be put towards curriculum enrichment and after school 

clubs. As part of the summer fete tradition, our judges 
were called on once again to come in and “taste the differ-

ence” for the Bake Off challenge. With lots of entries to 
munch on our judges had great difficulty picking a winner. 

After much deliberation they decided unanimously to 

award the 1st Prize  to Rehena (Hamid’s mum in 5K) and 
the 2nd Prize to Ummi (Inayah’s and Ikhwan’s mum from 

5K & 3G). As well as congratulating our winners we would 

also like to say a big thank you to all the other parents 
and staff who took the time and effort to enter. Finally, we 

would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
helped us throughout the day, including all the volunteers, 

parents, staff and children. We would also like to say a 

special thank you to the following local businesses who 
donated wonderful prizes for us to use as part of our adult 

and children's raffles and for competition prizes: Bromley 
By Bow Tesco, Bromley By 

Bow Sainsbury's, Stratford 
Morrisons, Vision Teaching 

www.soccerstarz.com, , Hayes 

Education, Nando's Bethnal 
Green, Costa Coffee Galleons 

Reach, Rahim Brothers and 
Cowling & Wilcox. 



TIME 2 ENGAGE CELEBRATION 

On Saturday 15th July 
participating Reception 

families celebrated the 
end of the ‘Time 2 En-

gage’ project by 

spending a day at 
Southend Beach. The 

families had endless 
fun making sand cas-

tles and going in to the 
sea, sharing food by 

having a picnic on the beach and ending the day with hot 

doughnuts and ice cream. The aim of the project was to pro-
vide practical support and coaching for parents of children 

within the EYFS in order to improve their understanding and 
skills around how they can support their child’s learning and 

development at home. We worked with 20 families, engag-

ing parents and chil-
dren in 4 workshops 

after school and 4 Sat-
urday ‘family learning 

trips, creating stronger 
links between home 

and school which had a 

positive impact on the 
children’s progress. The 

families have captured 
their experiences in a 

scrapbook to keep as 

part of the project. Thank you to all the children, parents, 
Mrs. Rahman & Shelly for making this project a success.  

 

PICNIC AT THE PARK 
Thank you to the parents 

who attended ‘SPEC’ 
(speaking English with 

Confidence Club) picnic in 

Bob’s Park. Each partici-
pant made food to share 

with other parents. Since 
starting the club, parents 

say that they now feel more confident in being part of 
the school; they have been attending assemblies, com-

ing forward to help during school trips and some parents 

have said they will be attending the weekly coffee morn-
ings regularly from September.  

Other success stories from the group include parents 
enrolling onto collage courses; two parents attending a 

carers training programme and have been recruited to 

work with elderly people and another parent has also 
become a childminder. We wish you ever success in your 

new roles. 

MATHS WORKSHOP 

Parents of Year 4 & 5 
pupils were invited to a 

Maths Workshop on 
Tuesday 4 th July.  

Ms Kamali, demonstrat-

ed how parents can help 
their children at home 

with long division ques-
tions. It was a very in-

teractive workshop. Parents had the opportunity to try 
some questions so they could practice for themselves.  

The workshop was extremely well received and parents 

requested that the workshop be held again next year.  

UNITY FESTIVAL 

W O R K S H O P 
In preparation for the 

Unity Festival, a celebra-
tion of community & cul-

ture through food, fash-

ion and music, Old Palace 
parents came together to 

create a banner to display 
at the event. There were 

two workshops. The first was led by BBBC resident artist 
Frank Creber who worked with the parents to design the 

banner. The second session was led by Simone Tubi who 

helped the parents create their design on canvas. 
The Unity Festival will be held in Bob’s Park on 

Thursday 27th July from 2-8pm. Everyone in the local 
community is invited. There will be free games, a bouncy 

castle, face painting and many more activities so make 

sure you attend this free event with the whole family! 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 

We like to take this op-
portunity to say thanks 

to all  our Parent volun-
teers, who have helped 

us with Math's sessions, 

Reading and school trips. 
We would also like to say 

a special thank you to all 
our Parents volunteers 

who have volunteered at a very short notice when other 
parents have let us down on school trips. Without your help, 

these trip would have had to be cancelled 

If you can spare time during the school day and would like 
to volunteer next year, please come and see Shelly or Fori-

da, our Parents Support Workers. 

LOST PROPERTY  

Lost property will be available to claim in the KS2 
Playground from 1.30pm on Friday 21st July. All 

unclaimed lost items will be taken to a clothes 
bank. 

TRANSITION WORKSHOPS 

Transition workshops have taken place this term.                 
On Tuesday 4th July Mr Manalo spoke to Year 5 parents to 

provide advice, information and guidance to help them start 
thinking about applications to secondary schools. In Sep-

tember we will hold a second meeting where we will invite 

our local secondary schools to come to speak to parents 
about what their school offers.  

Mrs Rahman met with parents of the pupils joining us in 
Reception in September. She explained the daily routine, 

answered questions and also gave parents a tour of the Re-
ception classroom. Over the Summer we are having new 

equipment installed in the Reception outdoor area, which we 

are sure the children will love using imaginatively when they 
join us in the autumn.  



END OF YEAR RESULTS 

This is the second year that pupils have taken the new style 
SATs tests following their introduction in 2016. This year 

teachers were clearer about the expectations and the children 
had been following the 2014 curriculum for longer, allowing 

them more time to achieve the tougher objectives. As a result 

we have seen an improvement in test scores across all sub-
jects. There was a slight fall in Writing, which is teacher as-

sessed, but our results are still very strong. 

So far the government have only released national results for 
children achieving the expected standard. The Old Palace re-

sults are above these in all areas. As are results are signifi-

cantly above the 2016 national averages for the pupils achiev-
ing a high score (a scaled score of 110+) we also expect to be 

above the national average in 2017, demonstrating the 
school’s commitment to ensuring that our more able learners 

are challenged to achieve their full potential.   

The Year 6 results are even more impressive when taking into 
consideration the nature of the cohort. The year group con-

tains six pupils with EHCPs for additional needs and this cohort 
achieved the school’s lowest Year 2 result back in 2013. We 

are impressed with the amount of progress the children have 
made, allowing them to leave us with the skills they need to 

make the best possible start to their secondary education.  

In KS1, the percentage of pupils passing the Phonics Test in 
Year 1 was 86%. We don’t have the national average for 2017 

yet, but this was above the 2016 figure which was 81%.        
In the Year 2 SATs results for the more able children have re-

mained very strong and based on the 2016 figure are ex-

pected to be above the national average. 

There was a fall in the percentage of pupils achieving expected 

across all subjects, partly due to three new pupils joining year 
2 this year with little previous English schooling. We are how-

ever keen to relaunch our morning reading sessions across 
KS1, with the help of reading volunteers, as these were very 

helpful in helping the children progress with their reading. 

KS2 

Subject 

Pupils at Expected  Pupils at High Score 

OP 
2016 

OP 
2017 

National 

2017 
OP 

2016 
OP 

2017 
Nation-

al 
2016 

Reading 80% 87% 71% 17% 28% 19% 

Writing 
(TA) 

90% 80% 76% 36% 35% 15% 

GPS 81% 87% 77% 22% 37% 22% 

Maths 69% 87% 75% 31% 38% 17% 

Combined 
(Reading

Writing  

Maths) 

59% 78% 61% 12% 15% 5% 

KS1 

  

Subject 

Pupils at Expected Pupils at Greater 

Depth 

 OP 

2016 

OP 

2017 

National 

2016 

OP 

2016 

OP 

2017 

National 

2016 

Reading 88% 73% 74% 27% 32% 24% 

Writing 87% 85% 65% 30% 31% 13% 

Maths 88% 78% 73% 28% 34% 18% 

NEWS FROM THE GOVERNING BOARD 

The Governors have had their usual calendar of full Gov-
erning Board meetings and committee meetings every 

term. During the year we held new parent governor 
elections and we now have 5 parent governors who are 

working hard as governors. We were sorry to say good-

bye to Pat Thomas who has made a tremen-
dous contribution to Old Palace and has worked hard as 

a Staff Governor. There will be an election in September 
for a new Staff Governor. 

Many of the Governors enjoyed meeting the School 
Council for a breakfast and were very impressed with 

the activities of the School Council and their interest in 

us.  We followed the Breakfast Session with a Learn-
ing Walk focusing on the teaching of Maths in the school 

at both Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. We found the les-
sons that we observed to be very creative, challenging, 

inspirational and fun. 

A big thank you to Mr Palmer and all the staff and sup-
port staff at Old Palace for everything they do.  Also a 

personal thank you to all the children who say hello to 
me when I come into school. 

Chair of Governors’. Ms V Kennard. 

FAREWELL PAT 

We are very sad that Pat will be leaving 
the school tomorrow. Pat joined the 

school in 1996 and has worked tirelessly 
to support the children in class, at 

lunchtimes and in after school clubs. Pat 

has been an inspiration to pupils over 
the decades; her patience, kindness and 

fairness touching all those she has supported. Although 
we will miss Pat, we wish her every success as she now 

starts a career away from teaching. 
Thank you Pat, on behalf of the staff, for the friendship 

you have shown us, and on behalf of the pupils, past 

and present, for helping to make their time at Old Palace 
so happy and successful. 

Y6 LEAVERS ASSEMBLY  

This year after studying Shakespeare’s work for the 
whole of this term, year 6 decided to do something spe-

cial for their final performance at the school – improve 
upon his work! In their English lessons the children have 

been rewriting their own versions of Shakespeare’s Ham-

let and Macbeth and then voted on which story to pro-
duce. After a series of scriptwriting workshops the final 

products were here and they are proud to present:  
6M – The Pirates of Dunsinane Hill – A story about an 

ambitious pirate called Alfred who meets the spirits of 
the sea and decides to overthrow his captain, but that is 

just the beginning of his problems…  

And 6B - Dr. Hamlet MD – When Hamlet’s father has ‘an 
accident’ and Claudius takes control of the Hospital, 

Hamlet must decide, to scalpel or not to scalpel? 
The children have 

worked tirelessly on 

the set design, 
learning lines and 

bringing their indi-
vidual magic to the 

performances of 
their own takes on 

the bard. Bravo!!! 



 

 
 

 

STAR CITIZENS - SUMMER B 2017 

We would like to congratulate the following 
pupils for achieving the star citizen award for 

last half term. Well Done and keep up the 
good work. 

FS: Areef RD & Faria RM 

Y1: Ritu 1B & Liyana 1L 
Y2:   Aaisha O 2M & Abdirazaaz 2H 

Y3: Ikra 3B & Irum 3G 
Y4: Fahmida 4C & Isha 4H 

Y5: Maryam 5L & Rayaan 5K 
Y6: Christopher 6B & Dawuud 6M 

FOUNDATION STAGE GOES WILD 

On the 4th July, Reception went to visit the Wildlife Para-
dise Park. There were so many animals to see, from 

white tigers and lions, penguins, meerkats, and zebras, 

to reptiles such as pythons, and even a Chinese alligator! 

It was our last trip together in Reception and we were in 
for a treat! We even were lucky enough to attend a show 

all about minibeasts! We got to put our learning into 
practice, from map looking to fact finding, and we ended 

the visit by going on a colourful slide, making animal 
noises as we went down it.  The journey wasn’t too long 

but we still managed to fall asleep on the way back! But 

it was all worth it and we would definitely love to go back 
again! 

YEAR 1 VISIT LEIGH ON SEA 

This half term, children in Year 1 
have been busy learning all about 

seasides. Luckily for them, they 
ended their learning by having a 

fun day out at Leigh On Sea. The 

day was full of sun, sand and pad-
dling. The children had fun making 

sandcastles and competing 

against each other to see 
who could build the biggest 

castle. They also went shell 

and seaweed hunting. One 
child was lucky enough to 

spot a tiny crab. After all the 
fun and laughter, the chil-

dren ended the day with a 

cold yummy ice cream.   

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

It’s back! Summer is not summer without our fa-
vourite summer reading challenge. This year, the 

theme is Animal Agents, which 
has been illustrated by the UK’s 

best-selling children’s illustrator 

Tony Ross. Children will need 
to put on their detective hats, 

read the books and guess the 
animals. They come in all 

shapes and sizes…. Furry, 
scaly, slippery……… do not be 

fooled, this is not an easy task but it will be fun. Get 

down to your local library for more information. 

GROW YOUR OWN 

This year in KS1 we have been learn-
ing about planting and growing. We 

decided that it would be a great idea 
to use the space in our playground to 

do some of our own planting and 

growing of different types of vegeta-
bles. In year 1 we grew lettuce and 

carrots and in year 2 we grew potatoes 
and beetroot. Each class had to learn 

and research about their chosen vegetable.  Once they were 
grown, we harvested the vegetables which grew in different 

colours. It was really fascinating and founda potatoes were 

red! Using the vegetables, 2M made some delicious cheese 
and potatoe muffins, mashed potatoes and potato salad and 

2K made some scrumptious beetroot cake and beetroot sal-
ad. 1L made some nutritious coleslaw and some creamy 

carrot cake. Finally 1B made some super, green lettuce 

smoothies and a lush, green salad. Since we had a really 
good harvest we decided to sell our treats during Summer 

Fete. We set up a stall where we sold our favourite treats 
we made. Lots of parents and children came and enjoyed 

our delicious cooking which was quite a success! We are all 
very proud of what we have accomplished this year and we 

can’t wait to do it all again next year.  

GOODBYE YEAR 6 

After such success in their SATs, year 6 got to celebrate by 
spending the day at Adventure Island in Southend. As well 

as eating far too many ice creams they got to test their 
nerve by trying out such terror inducing rides, as Rage, 

Scorpion & the Time machine and many more! Go visit if 

you're brave enough!  

We would like to congratulate the year group on their many 
achievements this year and wish them the best of luck as 

they embark on the next stage of their education. Keep 
working hard and your dreams can come true! 
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OPSCARS 2017 

Showbiz, showbiz, showbiz, 
that's what Old Palace is 

ALL about at this time of 
year! Everyone got their 

glad rags on and their 

pearly white smiles pol-
ished up and headed to the 

top hall for the 2017 OPSCARS ceremony. Another tremen-
dous year for performance was remembered with the tradi-

tional overwrought  montage set to uplifting classical music; 
and as the awards were given out emotions ran high, with 

even the dourest members of staff seen weeping on the 

Key Stage 2 staircase muttering "this may well be the pin-
nacle of all of our lives". Please be upstanding and proud of 

your glorious winners: 
 Best Actor - Athik - 2M 

 Best Actress - Tanisha - 6B 

 Best Play - 5K - Roman Mystery  

 Best retelling - RD - Hungry Caterpillar  

 Best Set and Costume - 6M - Remembrance Day 

 Best Song - 4C - Ancient Egypt 

 And the Special Award - Ambar from 3G for her pre-

senting of the Comic Relief Assembly. 

So congratulations to the winners and a special thank you 
to Gareth for his amazing work nurturing the acting and 

script writing skills of pupils across the school. We will see 
you in 12 months for more of the greatest show on Earth! 

OLD PALACE DEBATE WITH MARNER SCHOOL 

On the 19th July, the Year 5 
Debate club had the exciting 

opportunity to debate against 
Marner Primary school’s De-

bate club. The two issues 

they debated were; Should 
students wear uniforms at 

school and whether football-
ers should be allowed to earn 

more than members of the 
Fire Service. Old Palace was the proposition for both the 

arguments and Marner was the opposition. Both schools 

researched their arguments before meeting and the children 
learnt what they were going to say off-by- heart. They pre-

sented their arguments with confidence, passion and con-
viction. The question time was particularly good as pupils 

thought of challenging questions they could ask each other. 

There were some excellent rebuttals given by both sides. 
We would like to thank Mrs Dias-Patel for arranging this and 

for all her hard work running Debate Club this year. 

YEAR 5 LLOYDS OF LONDON VISIT 

As the final part of Summer 
term's Abacus project, Year 5 

visited Lloyd's of London, the 
famous 'inside out building' 

in the heart of the City of 

London. This trip aimed to 
consolidate all the learning 

that had taken place about 
using money sensibly, taxa-

tion and interest. The children enjoyed travelling up the glass 
lift, in which they had a great view of London. They got to 

learn about how insurance works in practice and were able to 

observe real underwriters in action on the office floor. Further-
more, they learnt about the rich history surrounding LLoyd's of 

London and were able to see the 
insurance policy for the Titanic. 

Finally, the children were able to 

ask employees of Lloyd's about 
their career and what their roles 

entailed. The children came away 
from the trip with a much better 

understanding of how to spend 
their money wisely. 

YEAR 4 VISIT THE WETLANDS CENTRE 

In year 4, children visited the Woodberry Wetlands in order to 
deepen their learning about water and animals` habitats. As 

part of their visit, children had an interactive workshop where 
they had to demonstrate their 

knowledge of the water cycle  

Following the workshop, children 
played an educational game, 

where they were split into differ-
ent animal groups – prey and 

predators. In order to get food, 
children had to leave their safe 

habitat and also stay away from 

predators. Children understood 
how some animal habitats had 

disappeared or had been destroyed. Moreover, all children 
were made aware of the importance that water has. Next, chil-

dren were given the opportunity to apply their knowledge. In 

turns, they fished for living things in a small pond and identi-
fied what sort of animals they are. After that, they swapped 

groups and had the chance to go on a wildlife trail and create 
a memory stick using plants, seeds and feathers. It was a fun 

and informative day. 

WRITING SUCCESS AT OLD PALACE 

Recently, children in Reception, KS1 and Year 3 entered 
into a national story writing competition held by Joseph 

and Benjamin. Joseph and Benjamin is a publishing house 
which aims to encourage young children to explore litera-

ture and writing. Our children submitted great stories and 

we are pleased to announce that Aisha Omar in 2M won 
third prize in the 2017 Mini Writers Big Books Competition.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Safiyah from 6B who recently won the Tower Hamlets Cre-

ative Writing competition for Old Palace.  Her short story 
was based on Children’s Rights, Who they are?, How they 

look? and Where they come from. She got to collect her 

award at a prize giving ceremony held at Canary Wharf.  
Well done to both girls for being such great authors. 

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 

The school is not permitted to store any medication over the 
summer break. Therefore all medication will need to be sent 

home on Friday. Pupils who have asthma pumps in school 
will be given these to bring home. If the 

school holds any other kind of medication for 

your child, please arrange to come and col-
lect this from the school office. Any medica-

tion that is not collected will be taken to a 
local pharmacy for disposal. It is the respon-

sibility of parents to ensure that their child brings in any 
emergency medication, such as asthma pumps, when the 

children return to school on Tuesday 5th September. Please 

check that the medication has not expired and is in the origi-
nal packaging, clearly labelled with the child's name. A new 

asthma card would need to be filled out, the office will give 
this to you when you bring your child's asthma pump. 



YEAR 5 CAMP AT PHASELS WOOD 

37 children from year 5 embarked on an exciting journey to Phasels 
Wood Activity Centre on Wednesday 5th July, where they spent 3 days 

and 2 nights. During their time at the park they learnt about the natural 
environment, got a glimpse and understanding of survival skills, learnt 

more about team building skills, and also took part in various outdoor 

activities. The children started their first day with a Scavenge Hunt, when 
they were deployed into groups, then sent out looking for wildlife 

and plants. After lunch was over, the children went back into their groups 
and got cracking on building their own den's (camps) for the evening. 

During the course of the day the children had an opportunity to learn 
how to make bug shelters and how to start a camp fire safely.  

The following day was packed full of adventure. Using toboggan carts, 

they rushed down the 30ft slide amongst other exciting activities. As 
the afternoon drew to a close the children settled down with a hot choco-

late, journals and biscuits, telling stories to each other before going to 
sleep. Over the three days the children looked forward to a range of ac-

tivities including braving the tunnel and the zip wire, as well as pot hol-

ing, toasting marshmallows, trekking, crate stacking, abseiling and climb-
ing trees. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Blackburn, 

Mr Manalo, Mrs Hepworth, Mr Lampard and all the staff at the centre for 
making the residential an experience that the children will treasure. We 

look forward to returning in 2018... 

SPORTS WEEK 

Old Palace celebrated their sporting achievements throughout sports week.  Each phase enjoyed a sports morning 
at either Three Mills or Bob’s Park.  The children showed a great deal of sporting ability as well as demonstrating 

sportsmanship and ‘the Olympic Spirit’.  Congratulations to the Green Team who were crowned the overall winners.  
Congratulations also go to the children who demonstrated particular sportsmanship over the week. 

Rec: Safa (RD), Y1: Arman  (1B), Y2: Sousa (2H), LKS2: Adam (4H), UKS2: Aya (6M) Mohsin (5L)                     

Mohsin has achieved the amazing feat of accomplishing 6 personal bests in the Bleep test this year! 
We would also like to thank the parents who came along to help out. Nasima, Intisar’s, Ambar & Ismail’s mum was 

awarded a special medal for her participation in all three events. To encourage children to continue to stay healthy 
over the long summer holiday, Change4Life have launched Shake Up Summer. Children in Y1-3 have all received a 

pack which includes 10 minute Shake Up suggestions and stickers that you can give to the children if they complete 
each week’s challenge.  Why not give it a go, as well as encouraging older children to play sport and swim.   

ANNUAL ATTENDANCE AWARD 

Congratulation to the following children for achieving 100% attendance from 5th Sept 2016-14th July 2017 
Children will be awarded with a Certificate and a Voucher to spend on Books 

FS: None. 
Y1: Liyana, Amaturahman & Habibah. 

Y2: Ayo, Oporna, Fhahad, Hafsa, Yusuf, Farhan, Fayeeza & Hafeezah. 
Y3: Gbolohan, Uthman, Mohammed, Abdullah, Mysha, Maniha & Usman. 

Y4: Younis. 
Y5: Arifa, Zaynab, Maryam & Tawsif. 

Y6: Mahfooz, Zunairah, Umar-Anwar, Misha, Sumaya, Aya, Aiyub, Zaara, Mahir, Aneekah, Safiyah & Mohamed. 


