
Old Palace Newsletter              December 2016                                    

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS  

On Monday 19th all the children 
dressed up in their party outfits 

ready for the afternoon parties. 
Parents of our younger children 

were invited to join their children 
for the fun and games which 

started at 2pm. The children also 
had a special visitor— Santa 

Clause himself, who made a sur-

prise visit. He went from class to 
class in Reception & Key Stage 1, much to the children’s delight! 

Meanwhile in the dining hall parents 
pulled crackers,  played musical chairs 

and danced to festive music. There was a 
wide variety of food available and every-

one left feeling very full! We would like to 
thank the Parent Councilors who helped 

plan the party and all the families who 

kindly brought along delicious food to 
share. May we wish all those celebrating 

a very happy Christmas and send all our 
families best wishes for a very happy 2017! 

Earlier this half term, Year 1 visited Our Lady and St Catherine of 
Siena church and met Reverend Francisco-Javier. The Reverend 

spoke about what 
Christmas meant to 

Christians, and ex-

plained the signifi-
cance of certain 

things around the 
church, such as the 

Bible, candles and 
stained glass win-

dows. The children 
then had a tour around the church and enjoyed listening to the life 

story of Jesus. To share their learning on Friday 16th December, 

Year 1 went on to perform the Christmas festival assembly. They 
shared facts of how Christmas is celebrated around the world , as 

well as performing the nativity. They did the school proud with ex-
cellent acting, narrations, dancing and songs. The day continued the 

festive theme with the children and staff sharing a fabulous Christ-
mas dinner together, prepared by Grace and her team. Everyone 

was so full they 
felt very sleepy.  

In the same 

week our Read-
ing partners 

from Rothschild 
also held a party 

for the 9 chil-
dren from year 

3 who read with 

them.  The 
C o m m u n i t y 

R o o m  w a s 
transformed into a Winter Wonderland, and a special guest from the 

north pole returned for another surprise visit. The children really 
enjoyed working together to create bookmarks which have been 

taken away to laminate so they are ready to use in the new year!  
We would like to thank the Rothschild Readers for all the treats and 

for giving their time so generously throughout the year. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

 

END OF AUTUMN TERM  

(CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY) 

School Closes 2pm  

Tuesday 20th December 2016 

Children return to school  

Wednesday 4th Jan 2017 

 

SPRING HALF TERM 

Monday 13th Feb—Friday 17th Feb 2017 

 

END OF SPRING TERM  

(EASTER HOLIDAY) 

Monday 10th April - Monday 24th April 2017 

Children return to school  

Tuesday 25th April 2017 

All other important dates will be available on 

our school website 
www.oldpalaceprimary.co.uk 

EXCEPTIONAL BEHAVIOUR REWARDS 

As part of our focus on behaviour this half term,  our 
wonderful business partners, Rothschild, provided a 

trip to reward 
some of the chil-

dren who had 
shown exception-

al behaviour. 16 
children had their 

names drawn out 

in KS2 and were 
taken to Somerset 

House where they 
were able to practise their skating skills with Mr Mana-

lo and volunteers from Rothschild. Meanwhile in KS1, 
12 children were select-

ed. Their treat was to go 
to a special Winter Won-

derland Party held by the 

volunteers, where they 
played games, ate yum-

my food and received a 
surprise gift. Well done 

to the children who were 
lucky enough to be cho-

sen, as well as to all the 
other children who have managed to reach the top of 

their behaviour chart this half term! You make us all 

really proud! 



 

OFFSITE COFFEE MORNING 
On Wednesday 14th 
December, Shelly and 
20 parents enjoyed an 
off site coffee morning 
to Canary Wharf. The 
parents enjoyed break-
fast and had an infor-
mal chat about day-
today life. Thank you to 
all the parents who 
attended. The next 

parent’s offsite coffee morning is on Wednesday 5th April 2017. 
If you have any suggestions on where to go please speak to 
Shelly/Forida. 

EMOTIONAL FIRST AID 
Congratulations to parents who have recently completed a 6 
weeks Emotional First Aid course. Parents have been learning 
about how to help themselves and others to understand physical 
symptoms, negative thoughts and howbehaviour can cause anxi-
ety. They have been looking at ways of coping and exploring 
ways to altering their lifestyle to reduce anxiety. Well done. 

NEW PARENT COUNCILLOR FOR 1L 
Congratulation to Mrs Nazma Ali, Myrah’s mum 
who has been nominated as the second parent 
councillor for 1L. 
If you have an ideas you wish to see happen 
in school, please refer these to your child’s 
class Parent Councillor. You can find a list of 
parent councillors on the parents notice board. 

Year Issues raised Action agreed to support parents/children 

FS 
 Star of the Week 

Sending a badge home to show good work on a Friday, which to be returned 
back the following Monday 

Events & Workshops Workshops to receive a text message in the morning as a reminder 

Send Healthy snacks/fruits 
Children to bring in snacks to share and the school to provide more exotic 
fruits on ‘fruity Friday’ to introduce the children to these 

High visibility jackets & reflectors 

Mrs. Rahman to order high visibility jackets for KS1 classes.  She will also  see 
if we can order reflectors free of charge, to make sure the children are seen 
on dark nights. If these are not free Parent Council will decide if the school 
should sell them from the Office. 

Toilets smell, and forget to flush Install automatic timed air freshener. Check toilets regularly for tissue 

Year 

1 
 

Late cancellation for trips Make sure class teachers explain why there is a change 

Late cancellation for  Clubs 
Where run by school staff notice will be provided in the morning. If it is an 
external coach, parents to be informed as soon as the school is told. 

Homework not marked/collected 
Assistant headteacher to check class teachers are following procedure. 
Policy was changed following previous year PC request, now homework is 
marked and put back in the folder for parents to see. 

Year 
2 
 

Research project 
 

It is an expectation that children complete these. Prizes are  to be given for 
‘best overall’ and ‘most effort’ in each class. 
 

Level Reading books 

All children are given level reading books. These are changed on a Friday. If 
the child is away, they have another opportunity to change the book on Mon-
day. Councillors to encourage parents to make sure that books are returned 
each week, as some children are not doing this. 

Homework not given due dates 

No deadlines are given on reading book sheets as these are sent home with 
the reading book. Parents to be consulted on whether these activities are use-

ful at Parent Consultations and then decision taken on if to continue sending 
them  

Year 
3 
 

High visibility Jacket 
Order high viability jackets for KS1, which may be used in the autumn term 
for year 3.   

Trips 

Staff who wish to volunteer for a trip will now give their name to Shelly/ Fori-
da. The text will say when they need the names by. If more parents volunteer 
than are needed, names will be pulled from a hat 
Staff will ensure that parents are briefed fully on expectations before leaving 
on the trip. Mrs Layman will hold another training session for trip volunteers. 
 

Year 
4 
 

Dirty Cutlery during lunchtimes 
Parents can make unannounced visits to check the running of the dining hall. 
Speak to Shelly who will escort them into the dining hall 
 

Ice skating not offered 

Ice skating was only offered to year 3 pupils when Canary Wharf offered free 
sessions. To make up for the loss of this swimming was introduced into year 
3. 
 

Year 
5 
 

Parents concerned that the 
Phasell’s wood residential trip was 
cancelled 

Phasell’s Wood residential trip is booked for 5-7th July 2017. Information 
meeting with a pack to take home for parents will be held next term. 
(Gilwell Park is booked 3-5 May 2017 for Year 4) 

Year 
6 
 

 Na 
Councilors did not add any items for the agenda, therefore meetings were not 
arranged 



Congratulations to all the following children for Achieving 100% Attendance  

Autumn Term 2016 (5th September to 16th December 2016) 
 

Reception Maria, Safiyyah, Rahin, Ayana, Iffah, Hamza, Safa, Sahil, Sumayyah, Sahir, Rihan, Saira & Maryam. 
Year One Zain, Shabib, Musa, Dawud, Elizah, Ummi, Faheemah, Liyana, Dawood, Nathan & Adeeba. 

Year Two Yousaf, Wassim, Katherine, Fhahad, Malak, Rumaysa, Muntaz, Souza, Fayeezah, Ayo, Oporna,  

  Hibbah, Rafiul, Zaina, Hafsa, Yusuf, Deena, Samira, Muna, Farhan, Aaisha, Hafeezah & Mohamuud. 
Year Three Aasiya, Mohammed, Mahera, Gbolahan, Uthman, Abdullah, Mysha, Maniha, Aman, Sumiya & Usman. 

Year Four Umar, Alamin, Younis, Garcia, Amana, Abdillahi, Victoria, Amera, Bianca, Yousha, Sajida, Aryan,  
  Amina, Amaanul, Yoonus, Adeeb, Zareena, Francesca, Aaron & Summer. 

Year Five Aisha, Hamid, Juhaina, Arifa, Nayeem, Osman, Hazera, Rafee, Binyamin, Mariam, Adil, Maliha,  
  Mouhsin, Ishaq, Zaynab, Sifat, Habibur, Maryam, Khadiija & Tawsif. 

Year Six Umar-Anwar, Shahrya, Mahima, Sumaya, Aya, Aiyub, Sadia, Habiba, Mako, Azizur, Mohamed,  

  Mahfooz, Zunairah, Imtiaj, Al-Wajed, Misha, Zaara, Zaydul, Ibrahim, Christopher, Maryam, Mahir, 
  Safiyah & Zakwan. 

MUSIC AT OLD PALACE 

Year 1 have been exploring the fairground and solving the 
mystery of the missing ribbons with the CLS (City of Sinfonia 

London) musicians. We have been involved in musical work-
shops with activities, games and group singing. This project 

introduced us to instruments from the orchestra and orches-

tra repertoire, which prepared us for a concert experience at 
St Paul’s Shadwell. 

Everyone has been hard at work in their music lessons this 
term. Our termly composer is Tchaikovsy, and the chil-

dren have been listening carefully to some famous pieces, in 
their Monday and Friday assemblies, such as 'The Sugar 

plum Fairy'. Year 3 have been learning the African drums 

this term, focusing on different ways t create sound using 
their hands on a drum. They have been practicing hard, and 

will be performing their musical pieces towards the end of 
the term. Year 6 have been working hard at practicing the 

guitar in Autumn, looking at tricky musical theory, such as 

sight reading music and performing in unison. The Old Pal-
ace school choir have also been hard at work, practicing 

songs to perform in assemblies, and learning songs for the 

Young Voices concert in February. 
Throughout Autumn 2, year 5 worked with Upstage music 

group on a fantastic project called 'Tower Voices.' The chil-
dren worked with a music specialist, who came in on two 

occasions to teach six amazing songs. The children re-
hearsed and performed these songs in a concert at St. Pauls 

Way Trust school. The concert was a huge success, and 

both classes showed amazing singing in two-part harmonies 
and canon, which is a huge achievement. Well done year 5! 

TIME TO ENGAGE THEATRE TRIP 

On Saturday 
Shelly and Mrs 

Rahman took 
the families 

who are in-

volved in the 
'Time to En-

gage '  p r o -
ject, out to the 

Lyric theatre 
in Shaftesbury 

A v e n u e  t o 

watch the  stage musical 'Gruffalo' based on the award 
winning children's book by Julia Donaldson and Axel 

Scheffler. The children's attention was captured as soon 
as they walked into the theatre, they were mesmerized 

by the entire setting. 

The children loved watching the mouse outsmart the cun-
ning creatures in the woods and avoided being on the 

menu. As soon as the mysterious creature the 'Gruffalo' 
appeared the audience were clutching on to their seats, 

but only to discover that the 'Gruffalo' was not a scary as 
the little mouse made out to be. Everyone joined in with 

the singing and enjoyed being part of the show. 

"I liked when the Gruffalo came. I liked the part when 
Gruffalo got scared of the mouse!" Safa (RD) 

" Singing was the best. I liked the Gruffalo song, I singed 
it!" Yaqub (RM) 

" I liked when the Gruffalo came out. He was scary...I 

was scared a little bit!" (Sahil (RM) 
Thank you to all who attended, for making the day so 

successful! 



YEAR 2 VISIT THE MARITIME MUSEUM 

In year 2 this half 
term the children 

have been learning 
about  great explor-

ers such as Marco 

Polo, Robert Scott 
and Christopher 

Columbus. They 
looked at the differ-

ent journeys these 
explorers made and why. The visit to the Cutty Sark 

was a great way for the children to further their learn-

ing by finding out about how explorers used to travel. 
During the workshop the children took part in a role 

play about life at sea. They learnt about some of the 
hazards that could 

arise when living as an 

explorer on a ship, 
what they did for fun 

to pass the time and 
what the sailors had to 

eat. The children really 
enjoyed exploring the 

ship. Following the 

visit the children were 
able to go to the Maritime Museum to see examples of 

other famous explorer ships.  

YEAR 5 VISIT THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY  

This half term, as part of 
their science unit, Space and 

Forces, year 5 went on a trip 
to the Royal Observatory in 

Greenwich. Children watched 

a very entertaining, interac-
tive live show called ‘Meet 

the Neighbours’ which was 
presented by an astronomer. They had the chance to 

explore all the planets in our solar system and got in-
volved in deciding where to visit first. The children not 

only enjoyed the visual elements of the show, they also 

thoroughly enjoyed learning new fascinating facts 
about the planets and exploring our neighbouring stars 

and galaxies.  YEAR 6 VISIT THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM  

At the year 6 trip to the Natural History Museum, the chil-
dren took part in ‘the variety show’, which explored Homo 

sapiens classification and also got to experiencie a 3D 
show, made up of magnified animal parts. Before leaving 

they also explored classi-

fication within the six 
animal kingdoms, finding 

out more about the mu-
seum, what species it 

holds and where to find 
them. It was an enjoya-

ble and fascinating day. 

RECEPTION  VISIT THE TRANSPORT MUEUM 

To end our topic this half term on 
Transport, Reception went to visit 

the London Transport Museum. We 
travelled there by train, leaving 

from Bromley-By-Bow station and 

arriving at Covent Garden. The chil-
dren got to see lots of old and new 

buses, as well as trains, and even 
had the chance to sit in the driver’s 

seat of a bus and ride a old steam 
train! The children really enjoyed 

this experience and were able to talk about the difference 

between the old and new transport vehicles.  

STAR CITIZENS - AUTUMN 2016 

We would like to congratulate the following 
pupils for achieving the star citizen award this 

term. Well Done and keep up the good work. 
 

Reception Ismail RD & Hanzlah RM 

Year One Shabib 1B & Saffiyah 1L 
Year Two Ridwan 2K & Hibbah 2M 

Year Three 3B & Ikhwan 3G 
Year Four Amana 4C & Ariyan 4H 

Year Five Aydin 5K & Salma 5L 
Year Six Zunairah 6B & Aiyub 6M 

YEAR 6 PERFORM AT OXFORD HOUSE  

Last week our Year 6 children performed at  Oxford 
House in Bethnal Green. Their production enti-

tled 'Journeys' showcased their speaking and listening 
skills through the medium of audio and visual drama. 

Their emotive performance was met with a standing ova-

tion. It was a great end to a valuable and exciting project 
which enabled them to work with the elderly in our local 

community. 

BOW SCHOOL BOOK CLUB 

For the past four weeks 14 
year 6 pupils have been 

attending a book club at 
Bow School, on a Monday 

morning. As part of the 

group they have been read-
ing the novel ‘War horse’. 

They have been learning 
how to decipher unknown 

vocabulary using the dictionary and how to use quotes to 
provide evidence when answering questions about the 

text. They have also learned about how authors sometime 

forewarn the reader of events that will occur in the text. 
The pupils are all really enjoying reading the novel and 

have already expanded their vocabulary. 


